Action History

https://www.rtionline.gov.in/RTIMIS/NODAL/print_history.php?reg...

ACTION HISTORY OF RTI REQUEST No.WLIOI/R/E/21/00079

Applicant Name

Text of Application

Reply of Application

SN. Action Taken
1 RTI REQUEST
RECEIVED
2 REQUEST

FORWARDED TO CPIO

3  ADDITIONAL PAYMENT
REQUIRED FOR
INFORMATION

4  ADDITIONAL PAYMENT
RECEIVED FROM
REQUESTER

5 REQUEST DISPOSED
OF

1of1

Ishan

Kindly provide the following information under the Right To
Information Act, 2005: 1. Please provide the copies of all the
correspondences held between WII and the Uttar Pradesh
government/PWD regarding Indo-Nepal road. 2. Please provide the
copies of the assessment done by WII of the Indo-Nepal/Indo-Bhutan
border roads passing through Assam.

Dear Applicant The reply of the concerned RTI application has been
sent to you by email.

Date of Action

Action Taken By Remarks

21/12/2021 Nodal Officer
23/12/2021 Nodal Officer Forwarded to CPIO(s) : (1) Monali Sen

20/01/2022 Monali The information has been collected from
Sen-(CPIO)  concerned officer at the Institute and same
contains 153 pages. You are requested to

deposit an additional fee of Rs. 306 (153

pages @ Rs. 2 per page) u/s 7(3) of RTI
Act, 2005 towards the cost of providing the

certified photocopy of documents as
mentioned above. The fee may please be
deposited by Online Mode or Demand
Draft in favour of Director, Wildlife Institute
of India, Dehradun.

20/01/2022 RTI Applicant

27/01/2022 Monali
Sen-(CPIO)

Print

31-01-2022, 10:02 am
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Wildlifef]nstitute of India
DatecR7 “ January, 2022

No. WII/RTI/CPIO/2021-22 (Qtr-111)/78

To,
Shri Ishan
370, Top Floor, Sant Nagar,
Delhi, Pin:110065
Email: ikukreti@gmail.com

Sub.: Information under RTI| Act, 2005-reg.
Ref.: Your Online RTI No. WLIOI/R/E/21/00079 dated 21/12/2021

Sir,
Please refer to your application cited above under RTI Act, 2005. In this
context, point-wise response to your queries is given below:

Information 'Sought under RTI Reply

3. Please provide the copies of all the
correspondences held between Wlland the | See the attached Annexure-|
Uttar Pradesh government/PWD regarding | containing 70 pages.
Indo-Nepal road.

4. Please provide the copies of the
assessment done by Wil of the Indo-
Nepal/Indo-Bhutan border roads passing
through Assam.

See the attached Annexure-li
containing 83 pages

If you are not satisfied with the aforesaid reply, you may appeal to the
Dr. Dhananjai Mohan, Director & Appellate Authority, Wildlife Institute of India,
Post Box 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun — 248 001, Ph. 0135-2640910.

Thanking you,

/ Yours faithfully,

(Dr. Monali Sen, IFS)
/" N.O. & CPIO (RTI)
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Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248 001, Uttarakhand, INDIA
30 U v (491-135-2640114, 2640115, 2646100 BT : 01352640117
EPABX : +#91-135-2640114, 2640115, 2646100 Fax: 0135-2640117

A / E-mail : wil@wii.gov.in € / Website: www.wii.gov.in
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ﬁ Wildlife Institute of India

No. WI/ESM/BP-Terai Road- 20
Dated: 18t June 2020

The Chief Engineer

Indo-Nepal Border Road Project
Public Works Department
Lucknow - UP (India)

E-mail: ceupindonepal@amail.com

Sub.: Preparation of Animal Passage Plan and Mitigation Measure Plan on the Indo-Nepal Border
Road - Reg.

Ref.:

1. Letter No. 7231.N.B./341.N.B./15 from office of the Chief Engineer, Indo-Nepal Border Road-PWD
dated 13.03.2020;

2. Letter No. 7641.N.B./341.N.B./15 from office of.the Chief Engineer, Indo-Nepal Border Road-PWD
dated 28.05.2020;

3. Letter No. 431/23-12-2020-02(Indo-Nepal)/11TC from the office of the Chief Secretary, UP
Government dated 12.06.2020;

Dear Sir,

With reference to the aforementioned communications regarding preparation of project document for
preparing Animal Passage Plan and Mitigation Measure Plan for the stretches of the proposed Indo-
_ Nepal Border road passing through protected forest areas (Pilibhit Tiger reserve, Dudhwa Tiger reserve,
Katarniya Ghat Wildlife Division, Suhelwa Wildlife Division and Sohagibarwa Wildlife Division), we would
request you to kindly provide the following information regarding the project:

—

Detailed Project Report (DPR) with information regarding type of road, shoulder, median type etc.

2. .kml or .shp file of proposed road alignment

3. Structure schematics, including information on proposed bridges/culverts with their GPS locations
and dimensions/specifications

4. Sections of road already constructed with their start and end GPS locations, and lengths (in km)

5. Plan and profile drawirgs

Based on the above information we shall be preparing a proposal for this Institutes engagement for this
project and submit it to PWD.

Thanking you,
ok PRO\“DED Yours faithfully,
RN\A“
(Dr. Dhananjai Mohan)
Director
Continued. ...

TN H. 18, TR, JEGEA-248 001, ITTHS, HRA

Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248 001, Uttarakhand, INDIA
# 6.0 oo : +91-135-2640100, 2640114, 2640115, B : 0135-2640117
EPABX : 491-135-2640100, 2640114, 2640115, B : 0135-2640117
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Wildlife Institute of Indi

1. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) - Chief Wildlife Warden, Govt. of Uttara Pradesh -

cwiwup@gmail.com

2. Inspector General, Frontier, HQS, SSB, Sankalp Bhawan, Vibhuti Khand, Plot No TC/35-V-2,

Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh — 226010.

3. Inspector General of Forests (WL), Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (Wildlife
Division), Govt. of India. 6% Floor, Vayu Wing, Indira Paryavaran Bhawan — Jor Bagh, New Delhi

Email: igwl-mefcc@qo.in

(Dr. Dhananjai Mohan)
Director

TS E. 18, T, AEAGA-248 001, ITRTEE, Hl

Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248 001, Uttarakhand, INL
0.0 0 : +91-135-2640100, 2640114, 2640115, T : 0135-2640
EPABX : +91-135-2640100, 2640114, 2640115, T : 0135-2640
é-ﬁalE-maﬂ : wii@wii.gov.in, Jd/Website : www.wii.go’



@@

N 9 a9sia €49 =9
ﬁ Wildlife Institute of India
Dated: 10*" July 2020

No. WIIVESM/BP-Terai Road-20
To,
The Chief Engineer,
Indo-Nepal Border Road Project
Public Works Department
[Lucknow-UP (India) -

I--mail:

Sub: Proposal on Indo-Nepal Border Road for preparation of animal passage plan and mitigation
measure plan

Ref:

1) Letter No. 7231.N.B./341.N.B/15 from office of the Chief Engineer, Indo-Nepal Border Road-
PWD dated 13.03.2020

2)Letter No. 7641.N.B./341./15 from office of the Chief Engineer. Indo-Nepal Border Road PWD
dated 28.05.2020

3) Letter No. 431/23-12-2020-02(Indo-Nepal)/11TC from the office of the Chief Secretary, UP
Government dated 12.06.2020:

Sir,

With reference to the aforementioned communications regarding the above subject, enclosed is a
proposal for task given to this Institute. Kindly approve the proposal and transfer the funds at the
carliest to this Institute so that work can commence as soon as conditions are suitable.

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,
(Dr. Dhananjaz Mohan)
. Eﬂ Director
e &%
QMATION prOVID
Continued... \NFO UNGE?\ R“

ALY WO 18, Trwal, TENIGT — 248001, ITNEUS, HIC

Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248001, Uttarakhand, INDI#

g diudluay : +91-135-2640114, 2640115, 2646100 BEY : 0135-264011°
EPABX : +91-135-2640114, 2640115, 2646100; Fax : 0135-264C0117
394 /E-mail: wii@wii.gov.in. 39 / website: www wi.gov.i
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Wildlife Institute of Indi

Copy to: . _
1. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife)- Chief Wildlife Warden. Govt. of Uttar
Pradesh- :

’
2. Inspector General. Frontier. HQS. SSB. Sankalp Bhawan, Vibhuti Khand, Plot No TC/35-V-2,
[Lucknow. Uttar Pradesh-226010. :

3. Inspector Genral of Forests (WL), Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change -
(Wildlife Divisiob. Govt. of India. 6" Floor, Vayu Wing, Indira Paryavaran Bhawan-Jor Bagh.
New Delhi- !

He— (&
(Dr. Dhananjay Mohan) (
Director

YT HWo 18, ITwEl, JBNGA — 248001, SINTEUS, HIN.

Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun — 248001, Uttarakhand, INDI

¢ fludruay : +91-135-2640114, 2640115, 2646100 BET : 0135-264011
EPABX : +91-135-2640114, 2640115, 2646100; Fax : 0135-264C11

£—Ad / E-mail: wii@wii.gov.in. 39 / website: www wi.gov.
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Wildlife Institute of In

No. WII/ESM/BP-Terai Road-20 Dated: 31% July, 2020

To,

Shri Pramod Kumar Singhal

Chief Engineer

Indo-Nepal Border

Public Work Department
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh

Email: ceupindonepal@gmail.com

Sub: Prepare Animal Passage Plan and Mitigation Measure Plan for wildlife related clearance in
construction of Indo-Nepal Border Road-reg.

Ref.: Your letter no. 858 INB/34INB/15 dated 30.07.2020

Sir,
We are in receipt of your above mentioned letter. As per telephonic discussion with Dr.

Jhala, we appreciated your concern that the equipment purchase of the project will subsequently
be transferred to this Institute and therefore, its depreciated cost may be reimbursed to PWD, Uttar
Pradesh. In this regard we have computed the depreciated cost of 40% for laptop and camera traps
(as per our approved norms) and removed this amount from the budget head of equipment (from
Rs. 42,75000 are now reduced to Rs. 21,45000). The revised budget is attached. We would require

the payment of 80% as first instalment and remaining 20% after completion of the project report.

With Best Wishes

Yours faithfully,

ON G%b\g\@?:g

“J W ; | /

ORMATC - wit }’%«/
Encl.: As above “NF UNVE (Dr. Dhananjai Mohan)

Director

Copy to:-

1. Secretary, Public Work Section-12, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow.

2. PCCF (WL), UP, Lucknow.
3. Superintendent Engineer, Indo-Nepal Border Circle, PWD, Gorakh1our/Barabanki.
' !

Vi
AU . 18, TewEl, IEGA-248 001, ITTATE,
Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248 001, Uttarakhand, !!

£ 0.8 v : +91-135-2640100, 2640114, 2640115, B : 0135-26.

EPABX : +91-135-2640100, 2640114, 2640115, B& : 0135-264
E-HeA/E-mail ; wii@wii.qov.in. 3a/Website : www.wii.c
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Wildlife Institute of India

No. WII/ESM/BP-Terai Road-20
Dated: 21% December. 2020

To,
Chief Engineer,
Indo-Nepal Border,
Public Work Department,
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
Email: ceupindonepal@gmail.com

Sub:  Deputing Tiger Cell members for the preliminary survey of animal passage plan and
mitigation measure plan in protected areas in Indo-Nepal Border road.

Sir,

In inviting reference to the above-mentioned subject, this is to kindly inform that the following
personnel from Tiger Cell of this Institute are being deputed to conduct the preliminary survey of
animal passage plan and mitigation measures in protected areas and surrounding wildlife habitats
through which the Indo-Nepal Border road passes.

. AYAN SADHU (+91 7726049607, sadhuayan@gmail.com)
2. KAINAT LATAFAT (+91 8439564134, kainatlatafat@gmail.com)

The team will visit the PAs and survey the proposed road alignment for appropriate mitigation
measures. bc*u"Cw Eu. 22 to Dec 30, Qoo .

You are requested to facilitate this task by providing logistic support and appropriate staff for this
work to the team.

With best wishes. ’
“ Yours sincerely,
INFORMATION PROVIDED TR
UNDER RTI
. (Dr.Y. V. Jhala)
Dean & Scientists- G
Copy to:

1. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Wildlife, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.
Field Director. Dudhwa Tiger Reserve. Lakhimpur Kheri., Uttar Pradesh.
Field Director, Pilibhit Tiger Reserve, Pilibhit, Uttar Pradesh.

Divisional Forest Officer. Balarampur Wildlife Division, Uttar Pradesh.

B

T Ho 18, FEAN, IWIGA ~ 248 001, FJAN@US, W

Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248 001, Uttarakhand, INDIA
3.0 v uaw : +91-135-2640111 A 2640115 Bad : 0135-2640117
EPABX : +91-135-2640111 to 2640115 Fax : 0135-2640117

$-Wcl/E-mail - wii@wii.gov.in Ja/Website : www.wii.gov.in
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ﬁ Wildlife Institute of India

No. WII/ESM/BP — Terai Road-20
Dated 11" February 2021

To,

PCCF WL & Chief Wildlife Warden,

Government of Uttar Pradesh,
17, Rana Pratap Marg, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh- 226001

Email: cw v up ¢ email.com

Sub: Deputing Wildlife Institute of India team for the survey of animal passage plan and
mitigation measure plan in protected areas in indo-Nepal Border road.

Sir,

In inviting reference to the above-mentioned subject, this is to kindly inform that a team of
eight research personnel from Wildlife Institute of India (WII) are being deputed to conduct
the survey of animal passage and mitigation measures in protected areas and surrounding
wildlife habitats through which the Indo-Nepal Border Road passes. The team will visit the
PAs and survey the proposed road alignment by deploying camera traps and conducting foot
surveys for mitigation measures. Mr. Ayan Sadhu (+91 7726049607) from WII Tiger Cell will
coordinate the field teams for the survey.

You are requested to facilitate this task by providing logistic support and appropriate staff for
this work to the team.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

INFORMATION PROVIDED Galey .
UNDER RTI

(Dr. Y. V. Jhala)
Dean & Scientists — G

Copy to:
1. Chief Engineer, Indo-Nepal Border Road, PWD, Lucknow, U.P.
ceupindonepal ¢ gmaii.com
2. Field Director, Dudhwa Tiger Reserve, Lakhimpur Kheri, U. P.
Field Director, Pilibhit Tiger Reserve, Pilibhit, U. P.
4. Director, Suhelwa Wildlife Sanctuary, Sravasti & Balarampur, U. P.

w

Ul [0 18, TR, FEIGT — 248001, STREVS, AR

Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun — 248001, Uttarakhand, INDI.
3. udluaw : +91-135-2640111 | 2640115 BT : 0135-264011
EPABX : +91-135-2640111 to 2640115; Fax : 0135-264011"

A / E-mail: wii@wii.gov.in, 99 / website: WWW.Wii.gov.
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Wildlife Institute of Indi

29-07-2021

No. WIVESM/BP-Terai Road-20

To,

Chief Engineer,

Indo-Nepal Border Road,

Public Work Department,
* Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.

Subject:No-cost extension of the project “Mitigation measures to permit
permeability for wildlife across the Indo-Nepal Border Road, Uttar Pradesh”

" Sir,

You are kindl;/ aware that as per the mandate given by the Public Work Department, Wildlife Institute
of India is carrying out the above-mentioned project work to assess the wildlife usage and propose apt
" mitigation measures to facilitate wildlife movement across the landscape. As a part of the project,
Pilibhit, Dudhwa, Katerniaghat and part of Suhelwa wildlife sanctuary (WLS) were sampled.
However, due to COVID-19 pandemic situation, the field work in Suhelwa WLS could not be

_ completed. Henceforth, [ am requesting you to grant an extension of one month to complete the work

and prepare the final project report.

Thank you.
Yours faithfully,
C t e
on ROV " ’““*b' 2R/
\NFORN\p\ﬂjf\% R0 (Dr. Dhananjai Mohan)
UNVE Director
Copy to:

1. Dean, Wildlife Institute of India, Chandrabani, Dehradun.
2. Prof. Qamar Qureshi, Scientist G, Wildlife Institute of India, Chandrabani, Dehradun.

PN

Tt H. 18, TowAA, TEUGA-248 001, ITRTHAE, A

Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248 001, Uttarakhand, INi
F.dt v .oaw : +91-135.2640100, 2640114, 2640115, TR : 0135-264(

t EPABX : +91-135-2640100, 2640114, 2640115, BeRA : 0135-2640
- 3-Hel/E-mail : wii@wii.gov.in, 3/Website : www.wii.go



No.11012/5/2012-BM-V(Pt)
Government of India
Ministry of Home Affairs
D/o Border Management

)

2" Floor, Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium,
New Delhi, Dated |0 Augyst 2021.

To. .
Thé)irector, ‘
V/v",’i:dlife Institute of India,

18- Chandrabani, Wildlife Institute Road, Dehradun,
Uttaraknand - 248001.

Subject: Creation of Animal Passage Plan or Mitigation measure'iilan for
construction of Border Road along Indo-Nepal Border in UP State
—-reg.

Sir.

| am directed to forward herewith a copy of letter No. 1348/!NB(34. INB/15
dated 04" August, 2021 on the subject cited above.

- Keeping in view the strategic importance of the Indo-Nepal Border Road
Project, it is requested that the request of Chief Engineer, UP PWD may be

—T‘.""" rocessed on priority

in

e v
.o i

Yours faithfuily

| (ABHIJIT)
i Under Secretary to the Govt of India.
LEncl: (aa). .

&bpy to:-

e —i

G
7
e . e

i
&

e g

Dy :'}_;éj_!' iCE
S
B ]
/8

DIARY HO. 3
'l

Chief Engineer ( Indo-Nepal border Road Project),Public Works Department,

Government of Uttar Pradesh, Nirman Bhawan, M.G. road, Lucknow :for information
w.r.t his letter under reference.
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/ @ No.11012/5/2012-BM-V(Pt) \the
: _ Government of India ©
b Ministry of Home Affairs

D/o Border Management

2" Floor, Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium,
New Delhi, Dated | August, 2021.

To,

e Director,
Wildlife Institute of India,

18- Chandrabani, Wildlife Institute Road, Dehradun,
Uttarakhand - 248001.

Subject: Creation of Animal Passage Plan or Mitigation measure plan for
construction of Border Road along Indo-Nepal Border in UP State
-reg.

Sir,

| am directed to forward herewith a copy of letter No. 1348/INB/34 INB/15
dated 04" August, 2021 on the subject cited above.

o Keeplng in view the strategic importance of the Indo-Nepal Border Road
Project, it is requested that the request of Chief Engineer, UP PWD may be
processed on priority.

Yours faithfully

&lsl ,

=By we”

. 2 (ABHIJIT)
e , Under Secretary to the Govt of India.
1 I
e cl: (aa).
ol

<« E2

q‘Cwl py to:-

Chief Engineer ( Indo-Nepal border Road Project),Public Works Department,
Government of Uttar Pradesh, Nirman Bhawan, M.G. road, Lucknow :for information
w.r.t his letter under reference.
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Wildlife Institute of Indi

Fno: WI/ESM/BP-Terai Road - 20
Date: 10t September, 2021

To,
Sh. Pawan Kumar Sharma
PCCF & CWLW
Government of Uttar Pradesh
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
Email: cwlwup@gmail.com

Sub: Submission of report “Animal Passage Plan and mitigation measure for
Indo-Nepal Border” - reg.

Ref: Chief Engineer Indo-Nepal Border, PWD, Lucknow, 1348/INB/34/INB/15
dated 04.08.2021

Sir,
As you are aware, the Wildlife Institute of India was entrusted with developing

an Animal Passage plan and appropriate mitigation measures for the proposed Indo-
. Nepal Border Road. The report and mitigation measure plan is attached herewith.

Thanking you
Yours{.‘:lithfully
.z&:vv —/’Y\} }\»-u/ v
24 > ’v: ~—
ATION PR@V‘DED [Dr. Dhananjari Mohén&
‘NFORM};\::;H Rl Director
U‘ 914N

Encl : As above

Copy for information to:

Chief Engineer, Indo-Nepal Border, Public Works Department, Uttar
Pradesh. Email: ceupindonepal@gmail.com

T . 18, Tewae, 2EAGA-248 001, ITRTHVS, o1

Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248 001, Uttarakhand, INC
§.0h.0.dt vaw : +91-135-2640100, 2640114, 2640115, B : 0135-2640
EPABX : +91-135-2640100, 2640114, 2640115, Ba : 0135-2640°
E-He1/E-mail : wil@wii.gov.in, 3&/Website : www.wii.gos
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Wildlife Institute of Indi

Fno: WII/ESM/BP-Terai Road - 20
Date: 1 October, 2021

To,
Sh. Pawan Kumar Sharma
PCCF & CWLW
Government of Uttar Pradesh
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
Email: cwlwup@gmail.com

Sub:  zg-Aurd are Ae oREerE @ 7 Wia wehav=n &g (endR wware G
FP/UP/ROAD!120954/2021 f3AIE 17.02.2021) RN a1 ofa W, g
g dfgg Bio-diversity Assessment, Mitigation Mcasures and Animal Passage

Plan @ W ¥ 3% &7 09 |

Ref: Your letter No. 981/26-11 &3 W FAT Y6, dated 29 September, 2021

Sir,
With reference to the above cited subject, it is informed that Sh. Qamar Qureshi,

Scientist-G, Wildlife Institute of India (Email: gqng@wii.gov.in; Mobile No.: 09411106682) is
hereby nominated as representative of WII for the above meeting. Shri Qamar Qureshi has

already been deputed for the tasks related to Indo-Nepal Board.

It is also informed, since Shri Qamar Qureshi would be on tour on 8 October, 2021,

the said meeting may please be postponed to 13.10.2021 at same time.

For further communication, you may please contact the above official in this regard.

Thanking you

Yours faithfully

U

[NFORMATION PROVIDED [Dr. Dhananjai Mohan]
UNDER RTI Director

Copy for information to:

" Sh. Qamar Qureshi, Scientist-G, Wildlife Institute of India (Email:
qng@wii.gov.in; Mobile No.: 09411106682)

TFUEt H. 18, Tewwe, TETGA-248 001, JTRTEVS, AT

Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248 001, Uttarakhand, IND
2 0. v : +91-135-2640100, 2640114, 2640115, BT : 0135-26401
EPABX : +91-135-2640100, 2640114, 2640115, BT : 0135-26401
E-He1/E-mail : wii@wii.gov.in, 3a/Website : www.wii.gov
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Wildlife Institute of Indi

F.No. WII/ESM/BP-Terai Road-20
Date: 27-10-2021

To.

PCCF WL & Chief Wildlife Warden,
Government of Uttar Pradesh.

17. Rana Pratap Marg. [.ucknow,
Uttar Pradesh- 226001

Email: ¢\ iwup

Sub: Rescheduling of the field visit plan to assess the mitigation measure plan in some
parts of the proposed Indo-Nepal Border Road — Reg.

Sir,

In inviting reference to the above-mentioned subject, this is to kindly inform that the above
field visit has been postponed after considering the flood situation in parts of Terai Arc
Landscape. It has been decided after telephonic discussion with all the parties (Public Works
Department PWD. Sashastra Seema Bal SSB, and Forest Department FD).The new dates are
as follows:

8" — 9" November 2021 —  Field visit to Suhelwa WLS
11" November 2021— Field visit to Dudhwa TR
12" November 2021 — Field visit to Pilibhit TR

This is for your kind information and necessary action please.

INFORMATION PROVI’)"D Yours sincerely,

FINITED 7 $
\__\__1_:- hg‘.a. S
Py

/

(Dr. Dhananjal Moban)
Director

Copy to:
1. Chief Engineer. Indo-Nepal Border Road, PWD, Lucknow, U.P.

TFUE! . 18, TeEAA!, TEGA-248 001, ITRTEE, H

Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248 001, Uttarakhand, INI
3’~ﬂoaﬁm +91-135-2640100. 2640114, 2640115. BT : 0135-2640
EPABX : +91-135-2640100. 2640114, 2640115, Ba : 0135-2640
Z-He1/E-mail : wil@wii.gov.in. 3a/Website : www.wii.go



Y
127

u L
ﬁ N EGIERE S IE ARSI
Wildlife Institute of Ind
F.No. WII/ESM/BP-Terai Road-20 Dated 21 October 2021

To,

PCCF Wildlife & Chief Wildlife Warden,

Government of Uttar Pradesh,

17, Rana Pratap Marg, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh- 226001
Email: cwlwup¢ gmail.com '

Sub: No-cost extension of project and Tentative field visit plan to assess the mitigation measure
plan in some parts of the proposed Indo-Nepal Border Road.

Sir,

In inviting reference to the above-mentioned subject, this is to kindly inform that a team
from Wildlife Institute of India (WII), Public Works Department (PWD), Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB), and Forest Department (FD) will jointly visit the proposed realignment (of the proposed

Indo-Nepal Border Road) sites in Dudhwa TR, and Pilibhit TR Suhelwa WLS as discussed in
the meeting held on 13" October 2021 in Lucknow (PCCF Office). The plan is as follows -

a) 28" to 30" October, 2021 Dudhwa and Pilibhit TR, and
b) 8" to 10" November, 2021 Suhelwa WLS.

In order to undertake the field visits, we are requesting you to kindly extend the project
on a no-cost basis up to 30" November, 2021.

Thank you.
Yours faithfully,
N
s i 2N o)~y
4 (Dr. Dhananjai Mohan)
INF‘:}RMATI@N PROVIDED Director

NDER RTI

Copy for information to -

1. Chief Engineer, Indo- Nepal Border Road, PWD, Lucknow., U.P.

ceupindonepal @ gmail.com
2. Mr. Abhishek Pathak, IPS, DIG, TC/35, Sankalp Bhawan, V-2, Durgapur - Lamua

Road, Vibhuti Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh 226010. Ph: )52
2720481

T . 18, TR, JEGEA-248 001, ITHVE, Al

Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248 001, Uttarakhand, INC
3 010t v : +91-135-2640100, 2640114, 2640115, B : 0135-2640°
EPABX : +91-135-2640100, 2640114, 2640115, Bhard : 0135-2640
é-ﬁH/E-mail : wii@wii.gov.in, Iq/Website : WWW.Wii.gov
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Wildlife Institute of India

F.-No. =
WITESM] P Topys Rocd- 24 16" November 2021

To,

PCCF Wildlife & Chief Wildlife Warden,
Government of Uttar Pradesh,
17, Rana Pratap Marg, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh- 226001

Email: VUP ¢ gmatl.cot

Subject: Revisiting the mitigation measures suggested for some parts of the proposed
Indo-Nepal Border road.

Reference: Letter No. 1058/26-11 ( Indo-Nepal Border Road) Dated 06 October 2021

Sir, -

With reference to the above-mentioned subject, a field visit was conducted in the selected
parts of the proposed Indo-Nepal Border Road alignment for revisiting the proposed
mitigation measures as decided in the meeting held in Lucknow CWLW Office on 13th
October 2021. The joint field visit was conducted by representatives of the Wildlife Institute
of India (WII), Forest Department (FD), Public Works Department (PWD), and Sashastra
Seema Bal (SSB). The findings are listed below for your kind perusal:

1. Suhelwa Wildlife Sanctuary (WLS): Construction of the border road following the
proposed alignment will cause irreversible damage to the fragile ecosystems of Suhelwa
WLS. Suhlwa WLS is continuous with the Banke National Park of Nepal, and the
connectivity between Suhelwa and Banke is crucial for the existence of Suhelwa WLS.
Therefore, we propose following the mitigation measures as recommended in the WII Report
(2021) where the BoPs will be connected using the existing forest roads and firelines. To
ensure round the year usage of the road. the existing forest roads will be upgraded to all-
weather morum roads.

2. Dudhwa Tiger Reserve (TR): The proposed alignment of the Indo-Nepal border road
(~10 Km) from Chandan Chowki BoP to Golbojhi BoP of SSB is passing through critical
wildlife habitats of the Dudhwa TR. Construction of the road will disturb the sanctity of this
important habitat. Alternatively. we have recommended using the existing fire line which is
passing near the proposed alignment (500 m to 1.5 Km) can be upgraded to an all-weather
morum road for the SSB usage throughout the year. The alternative road was visited by the
Joint team of WII, FD, PWD, and SSB.

UNDER RTI TS W0 18, TN, STV — 248 001, FENIES, AR
Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248 001, Uttarakhand, INDIA

S U, +91-135-2640114, 2640115, 2646100 BT : 0135-2640117
EPABX : +91-135-2640114, 2640115, 2646100 Fax: 0135-2640117

-4 / E-mail : wii@wii.gov.in 99 / Website: www.wii.gov.in




e 39
/@) ¢
ﬁ N\ 9RAT F=eia G T
Wildlife Institute of Indi

F-No. wnle
,/E'SM/ BP- Teres (Md—zfo 16™ November 2021

To,

PCCF Wildlife & Chief Wildlife Warden,
Government of Uttar Pradesh,

17, Rana Pratap Marg, Lucknow, Uttar Prades
Email: cw lwup « gmail.com

226001

Subject: Revisiting the mitigation measures suggested for some parts of the proposed

Indo-Nepal Border|road.
Reference: Letter No. 1058/26-11 (Indo/Nepal Border Road) Dated 06 October 2021

Sir,

With reference to the above-mentioned sybject, a field visit was conducted in the selected
parts of the proposed Indo-Nepal Border Road alignment for revisiting the proposed
mitigation measures as decided in\the /meeting held in Lucknow CWLW Office on 13th
October 2021. The joint field visit wag/conducted by representatives of the Wildlife Institute
of India (WII), Forest Department (FR), Public Works Department (PWD), and Sashastra
Seema Bal (SSB). The findings are listed\below for your kind perusal:

1. Suhelwa Wildlife Sanctuary/(WLS):\Construction of the border road following the
proposed alignment will cause jreversible \damage to the fragile ecosystems of Suhelwa
WLS. Suhlwa WLS is contigfuous with the Banke National Park of Nepal, and the
connectivity between Suhelwg and Banke is ‘crucial for the existence of Suhelwa WLS.
Therefore, we propose following the mitigation measures as recommended in the WII Report
(2021) where the BoPs will be connected using \the existing forest roads and firelines. To
ensure round the year usage of the road, the exié‘ing forest roads will be upgraded to all-

weather morum roads. \

2. Dudhwa Tiger Res¢rve (TR): The proposed alignment of the Indo-Nepal border road
(~10 Km) from Chandan Chowki BoP to Golbojhi BoP of SSB is passing through critical
wildlife habitats of th¢ Dudhwa TR. Construction of the road will disturb the sanctity of this
important habitat. Alternatively, we have recommended using the existing fire line which is
passing near the proposed alignment (500 m to 1.5 Km) can be upgraded to an all-weather
morum road for the SSB usage throughout the year. The alternative road was visited by the
joint team of WII, FD. PWD, and SSB.

INFORMATION PROVIDED
UNDER RTI

TFAEY WO 18, TwaN, QENGA — 248 001, TTRIEYE, AR

Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248 001, Uttarakhand, INDI

£ v ua. +91-135-2640114, 2640115, 2646100 B : 0135—26401°
EPABX : +91-135-2640114, 2640115, 2646100 Fax: 0135-264011

$—Ad / E-mail : wii@wii.gov.in 39 / Website: www.wii.gov.



— v @)

ZIFTTE, — o

7 No.11012/5/2012-BM-V(Pt)
4 Government of India
i Ministry of Home Affairs

ar———

2"" Floor, Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium.
New Delhi, dated 21% August. 202¢

To

Shri Nitin Ramesh Gokharn,
Principal Secretary

Public Works Department.
Government of Uttar Pradesh.
Nirman Bhawan. M.G. Road.
Lucknow.

Sub: New alignment prepared by UP PWD for stretches passing through
forest/wildlife areas in Indo-Nepal Border Road Project in UP - Reg.

Sir,

' am directed to refer to your letter No.519/23-12-2020-2(Indo-Nepal)/11TC-|
dated 22" July, 2020 on the subject mentioned above.

] A

‘n this regard it 1s stated that as per CCS approval dated 23/11/2010, the
proposed  Indo-Nepal Border Roads are to be constructed with technical
specifications of two-lane State Highway roads.

o, Now, UP PWD has prepared new alignment of roads passing through
forestwildlife area in consultation with SSB with specifications of 7 meter width (two
lane) and sought approval of this Ministry for preparation of DPR. SSB has also
conveyed their agreement for the new alignment as it serves their purpose.

4 In view of above, UP PWD may go ahead with preparation of DPRs for the
new alignment passing through forest/wildlife area with 7 meter width (two lane)
specification as submifted by -them and submit the DPR at the earliest for
appraisal/approval of competent authority.

5. It is also requested that Mol for the project may plegse be finalized/signed
now and sen! to this Ministry for approval of Competent Authority.

Yours faithfuily.

7
(ABHIIT)

Under Secretary to the Govt. of India
Tel.Na. 2307 5315

(NFORMATION PROVIDED
UNDER RTI
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Wildlife Institute of India

Fno: WIVESM/BP-Terai Road - 20
Date: 10™ September, 2021

lo.
Sh. Pawan Kumar Sharma
PCCF & CWLW
Government of Uttar Pradesh
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
Email: cwiwup@gmail.com

Sub: Submission of report “Animal Passage Plan and mitigation measure for
Indo-Nepal Border” — reg.

Ref: Chief Engineer indo-Nepal Border, PWD, Lucknow, 1348/INB/34/INB/15
dated 04.08.2021

Sir,
As you are aware, the Wildlife Institute of India was entrusted with developing

an Ammal Passage plan and appropriate mitigation measures for the proposed Indo-
Nepal Border Road. The repert and mitigation measure plan is attached herewith.

Thanking you
Yours faithfully
" A

‘, e AT

- -
[Dr. Dhananja’i Mohan]
Director

Encl: As above

Copy for information to:

Chief Engineer, indo-Nepal Border, Public Works Department, Uttar
Pradesh. Email: ceupindonepal@gmail.com

; TR B 18, U, T - 248 001, 3aaravs, e
Post Box No. 1§, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248 001 Uttarakhand. INDiA
*S1.135.26401C0 2540114 264045 BIF  0135.25401¢7

el iftndren
INFORMATIOi\! pl‘dVIDED EDA;Xr +91-135 2640100 2840114 2640115 oy
UNDER RTI §-HE-manl . wii@war govin 3T Website

0135 2640417
WWW i oL 10
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it was clarified in the meeting that the proposed mitigation meastires as suggested in the W
Report (2021) should be tollowed 0 order to sateguard the crucil wildhite habitat of

Bagga regien of the Pilibhit Tiver Reserve

Fhank vou.

Y ours faithiylh

(Dr. Bhananjai Mahan
Dircetor, \\ 11
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Wildlife Institute of Indi

WII/ESM/BP-Terai Road-20 25 November, 2021
To

PCCF Wildlife & Chief Wildlife Warden,
Government of Uttar Pradesh,
I7, Rana Pratap Marg, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh- 22600 |

Email: cwiwup@gmail.com

Sub: Meeting reg Indo-Nepal Border road

Ref: Letter no: 1439/26-1| (Indo-Nepal Border Road), dated |8* November,
2021
Sir,

" With reference to the subject cited above, it is requested that the virtual or in-person meeting
may please be held on either 3™ or 4 December, 2021, due to unavoidable field commitments
of the concerned officials/personnel attending the meeting.

Thank you.
Yours faithfully,
ATT‘\@N‘ VR@V‘DED me/\n\‘-“ﬂ

XNFORM"\ ! R“ \’f"/ 2 /."[,‘ i
UNDER .V
(Dr. Dhananjai Mohan)
Director, WII
Copy to:

I. Chief Engineer, Indo- Nepal Border Road, PWD, Lucknow, U.P.
ceupindonepal@gmail.com ‘

2. Mr. Abhishek Pathak, IPS, DIG, TC/35, Sankalp Bhawan, V-2, Durgapur - Lamua Road,
Vibhuti Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh 226010. Ph: 0522 272048 |

gFIEt W0 18, T, QTG — 248 001, INGYS, Al

Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248 001, Utta.rakhand, IN[.

£ fudl.ud. +91-135-2640114, 2640115, 2646100 DY : o135—2s40‘
EPABX : +91-135-2640114, 2640115, 2646100 Fax: 0135-2640

g—ﬁa / E-mail : wii@wii.gov.in a9 / Website: www.wii.go'



1l

AT W T T WD, 77 W1d, ITR Y39, oo |
T H- | YDA /2611 [§UR-AU SR N8) e R qaRr 1 2021

qar
fFrererep,
WA 99 Sl Heerm,
ER-CRIEHCCl

fivg-  goei-urer SR Us @ T ¥ ARG a7 T R, JEReH @ Y AR Wi
foml & aiftreTRal B I ¥WUT B ST AT ITTE TR T B g § |

ot g@ AR, SR AR, @ WY R @e s @1 oaiee
1486 / 3TE0TA00 /34300410 /13 RATH 15.11.2021

YA ST fovae weffa w3 (7R Germ) @7 saeieT ey o o€ @Y S 05
mmwﬂww@—mw,mﬁﬁhﬁw,m#mwaﬁaw,w
&N Bio-Diversity assessment, mitigation measure and animal passage plan fesim
10002021 1 JT 5 W 71 S o mar }) S R ¥ of e wvaw ¥ sfiw
SaS JRAad 6 S & Govaey waw TR AT 8 aeieeerd @ e § ae
i?a?ﬁﬁm%ms.m.zomﬁﬁw%ﬁ@w%mﬂmﬂwﬁaﬁmﬁmaﬁm
< g f3TF 08.11.2021 W 12.11.2021 @ 7 9 9o AR el 9T 97 Yoo < BT ARG
meﬂaﬁwﬁ,wmmﬁq}éﬁﬁamﬁﬁﬁww&mﬁﬁw—ﬁmé@
do% STET 5 W @1 Ry e T |

ST B T H AT RAG 17.112021 B G W Tt o qeaifid 30w @ Ry
wmmmmmlmewﬁmw@WEhm
Wﬁﬁmﬁmmuﬁwﬁmweﬁmmlmmmﬁ%mm
ﬁﬁmwwm%‘cﬁféﬂfau_mo‘mEﬁmﬁaﬂﬁfﬁaﬁﬁm$mﬁﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁm
I FE W, T [9I% Taw & v § 55 AT s o w3 |

HATD SRR |
IEH,
qaq AR i)

@g@\“gw SR §3¥, T |
WOt e &
\NFOR \_w\@g&

s,
D:\Deputy Chief WLW (KB)\OP Singh\Letter 2018\G Letter 2021-22.docx



Annexure |

Observation of Wildlife Institute of India on the draft minutes of the meeting held on
29.11.2021 at 4:30 pm in the office of Principal Secretary, PWD regarding Indo-Nepal Border Road
Project, circulated through email dated 01. Dec. 2021, by Chief-Engineer, Indo-Nepal Border
Road Project, PWD, Lucknow are as follows:

A. Lagga Bagga — We agreed to connect all BOPs in Lagga Bagga through paved road
following the original surface on existing forest road. In our report we have
recommended not to build a bridge over Sharda (near Nazulia), & use the existing
forest roads for patrolling purpose only. The alternate alignment (near Sharda Sagar)
was to maintain the connectivity throughout the border (from Uttarakhand side to
Kamboj Nagar - Sampurna Nagar side of the road). Furthermore, the marshlands
near the north east part of Lagga Bagga (border pillar no 25-27) will be destroyed
while preparing the basement for concrete slabs. Our suggestions will ensure
connectivity with all BOP in this part of Uttar Pradesh.

B. Dudhwa - Regarding the |.5 km stretch in Satiyana, the existing forest road is only
200-500 m away from the proposed alignment. Therefore, preparing a fresh road &
cutting down trees in this chicken neck area of Dudhwa can be avoided if the
existing forest roads for 1.5 km is followed.

C. The I5 km stretch between Chandan Chowki to Golbojhi is primarily comprised of
marshland, wetlands & tall grasslands. Construction of concrete road over here
needs clearing of the upper layer of the soil & filling up the land with solid debris,
which will alter the entire habitat and flooding pattern. As a suitable alternative, the
existing forest road/fireline is ~| km away from the proposed alignment which we
suggested, this should be used to construct the 'ground level' road for security
purpose only, which will efficiently ensure connecting with the BOPs.

D. Katerniaghat — In Katerniaghat, the alternate alignment proposed by WII can be
paved at surface level for connecting the concerned BOPs.

E. SSB should ensure that the road in sensitive wildlife areas are not thoroughfare and
used only for security and forest management.

AIFRMAMAL AT/ MA] MMM T

INFURIVIAT b o POV LD

UNDER RTI
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ﬁ Wildlife Institute of Indi
No. WII/ESM/BP-Terai Road-20 Dated 02-Dec-2021
To

Chief Engineer
Indo- Nepal Border Road Project, PWD
Lucknow, U.P. ceupindonepal@gmail.com

Sub: Minutes of the meeting held on 29.11.2021

Ref: Email from Chief Engineer — PWD (Indo-Nepal, Border Road) dated 01. Dec.
2021

Sir,
With reference to the subject cited above, our observations on the draft minutes
circulated are attached herewith.

Thank you.
Yours faithfully,

(Dr. DhananjailMohan)

Director, WII

Encl: As above.

Copy to:

I. PCCF Wildlife & Chief Wildlife VWarden, Government of Uttar Pradesh, |17, Rana Pratap
Marg, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh- 226001; Email: cwlwup@gmail.com

2. Mr. Abhishek Pathak, IPS, DIG, TC/35, Sankalp Bhawan, V-2, Durgapur - Lamua Road,
Vibhuti Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh 226010. Ph: 0522 272048!: Email:
Digadmn.ftrlkw(@ssb.gov.in

3. Sh. Neeraj Kumar, CCF,_ccfeco@gmail.com

TS . 18, TeE, TEAGA-248 001, IAIFE, 3

Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248 001, Uttarakhand, IN
2. v vaw : +91-135-2640100, 2640114, 2640115, Ba : 0135-2641
EPABX : +91-135-2640100, 2640114, 2640115, e : 0135-264(
$-Fe1/E-mail : wil@wii.gov.in, 3a/Website : www.wii.g¢
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It was clarified in the meetihg that the proposed: imngaﬁon measures as suggested in the WII
Report (2021) should be followed in order to' safeguard the crucial wildlife habitat of Lagga
Bagga region of'the Pmbhn Tiger Reserve.

Thank you.
Yours faithfully,
-(Dr.. Dhananjal Mohan)
Director, WII
Copy to:

5 o

(S8

[F5]

Chief Engineer, Tndo- Nepal Border Road, PWD, Lucknow, U.P.
ceupindonepakeiemail.com

Mr. Abhishek Pathak, IPS, DIG, TC/35, Sankalp. Bhawan, V-2, Durgapur - Lamua Road..
Vibhutt Khand, Gomtx Nagar Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh 226010.
Divadmn: firikwia@ssh.govin

Field Director, Pilibhit Tiger Reserve, Bankati mm'g near Civil Line Pohca Chowkx,

Pilibhit, Uttar Pradesh 262001 fdpilibhittr@amail.com

Field Director; Dudhwa Tiger Reserve, Opposite Head Post Office, Lakhimpur Kheri,
Uttar Pradesh 262701 dirdudwa@gmail.com-

CCF Gonda, Wildlife Division, East Range, Gonda, Uttar Pradesh.
cefwlgonda@amail.com

e
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. AL * b Wildlife Institute of Ing
F.-no. N/f/zz_sm/ BP- Torg,e Koo - 2

16" November 2021
To,
PCCF Wildlife & Chief Wildlife Ward:n,

Government of iU‘-t_tar Pradesh, s
17, Rana Pratg Marg, Lucknow, Unar Pradesh- 226001

Email: cwlvap domail.com -

Subject: Revisiting the miﬁgatio;;.measurcs suggested for Some parts of'the proposed
Indo-Nepa] Borderroad, R : o

Reibrence;:- I:,ett‘er No.. 1 05 8/26-11 {Indo-Nepal Border Road) Dated. 06 October 202]

' Six,

With reference to the. above-mentioned subject, a field visit Was conducted in the selecred
parts of the proposed Indo-Nepal Bordcr",Rqadfaligmncnt for revisiting the proposed
mitigation measures as decided in-the mesting held in Lucknow CWLW Office op I3th
October 2021, The. Joint field visit was conducted by representatives of the Wildlife Instityte
of India (WII), Pon_:sti‘Department (FD), Public Works Depmment(PWD), and Sashastra
Seema Bal (SSB). The findings are listed below for your Kind perusal: .

L; Suhelwa Wildlife Sanctuary (WLS): Construction of the border road following the
Proposed -alignment will canse irreversible damage ‘10 the fragile ccosystems .of Suhelwa
WLS. Suhlwa WLS is continnoys with. the Banke National Park of Nepal. and the
counectivity between Suhelywa and Banke- is crucial for the existence of Suhelwa WL,
Therefore, we propose following the mitigation measures as recommended in the WL Report
(2021) where the BoPs will be conneeted using the existing forest roads and firelines, To
chisure round the year usage of the road, the existing forest. roads wii] be ‘upgraded to ajl-
Wweather morum roads, :

Z. Dudhwa. Tiger Reserve (TR): The propoesed alignment of the Indo-Nepal border road
(~10 Km) from Chandap Chowki BoP to Golbojhi BoP of SSB Is passing through crirical
wildlife habitats of the Dudhwa TR. Construction of the road will disturb the sanctity of this
important habita. Altemnatively, we have recommended using the existing fire line which is
passing near the bropased alignmens (500 m 1o 1.5 Km) can be upgraded. to- an all-weather
horum road for the SSB usage throughout the-vear. The alte,ma_tive road was visited by the
joint team of W I, FD, PWD, ang SSB. PaE -

AN PROVIDED . | »
[VFQRMAI JON PR "’7\_!1 Post Box Ko, 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248.001, Uttarakhand, INDIA
P UNDER RTI ERE AR ) “E81-135-2640114, 2640115, 2646100 Gorg - 0135-2640117

Yy

T o 1, Wﬂ’r?ﬁ@- 248 001, TENIGVS, AT

EPABX : +91-1 95-2640114, 2840115, 2646100 Fax: 0135-2640117

Sf-—ﬁ'é‘{ / E-mail : wii@wii.goy.inf'ai / Website:'m.wﬁ.gov;in
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Wildlife Institute of Indi:

Fno: WI/ESM/BP-Terai Road - 20 :
Date: 10t September, 2021

To,
Sh. Pawan Kumar Sharma
PCCF & CWLW
Government of Uttar Pradesh
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
Email: cwlwup@gmail.com

Sub: Submission of report “Animal Passage Plan and mitigation measure for
- Indo-Nepal Border” - reg.

Ref: Chief Engineer Indo-Nepal Border, PWD, Lucknow, 1348/INB/34/INB/15
dated 04.08.2021

Sir,
As you are aware, the Wildlife Institute of India was entrusted with developing

an Animal Passage plan and appropriate mitigation measures for the proposed Indo-
Nepal Border Road. The report and mitigation measure plan is attached herewith.

Thanking you
Yours faithfully

(€]
[Dr. Dhananjai Mohéﬁ
Director

Encl : As above

Copy for information to:

Chief Engineer, Indo-Nepal Border, Public Works Department, Uttar
Pradesh. Email: ceupindonepal@gmail.com

J

INFORMATION pom
JION PRCVIDED T 3. 18, TeREel, 2EGE-248 001, IERES, ¥

Past Box No. 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun - 248 001, Uttarakhand, IN
4 0.0.8 0aw : +91-135-2640100, 2640114, 2640115, B : 0135-2641
EPABX : +61-135-2640100, 2640114, 2640115, B : 0135-264(
#-Het/E-mail : wii@wii.gov.in, 33/ Website : www.wii.ge
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No.11012/5/201 2-BM-V(Pt)
Government of India
Ministry of Home Affairs

.........

o™ Eloor, Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium,
New Delhi, dated 245t August, 2020.

To

Shri Nitin Ramesh Gokharn,
Principal Secretary,

Public Works Department,
Government of Uttar Pradesh,
Nirman Bhawan, M.G. Road,
Lucknow.

Sub: New alignment prepared by UP PWD for stretches passing through
forest/wildlife areas in Indo-Nepal Border Road Project in UP - Reg.

Sir,

| am directed to refer to your letter No.519/23-12-2020-2(Indo-Nepal)l11TC—I
Jated 22™ July, 2020 on the subject mentioned above.

2z In this regard ‘it is stated that as per CCS approval dated_ 23/11/2010, the -
proposed Indo-Nepal Border Roads are o be constructed with technical
specifications of two-lane State Highway roads.

& Now, UP PWD has prepared new alignment of roads passing through
forest/wildlife area in consultation with SSB with specifications of 7 meter width (two
lane) and sought approval of this Ministry for preparation of DPR. SSB has also
conveyed their agreement for the new alignment as it serves their purpose.

4. In view of above, UP PWD may go ahead with preparation of DPRs for the
new alignment passing through forest/wildlife area with 7 meter width (two lane)
specification as submitted by them and submit the DPR at the earliest for
apprai'sal/approval of competent authority.

5 - ltis also requested that MoU for the project may please be finalized/signed

‘now and sent to this Ministry for approval of Competent Authority.

Yours faithfully,

o

(ABHIJIT)

Under Secretary to the Govt. of India
Tel.No. 2307 5319
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The Indo-Nepal Border Road was proposed to connect
the Border Outposts (BoP) of Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)
along the India Nepal border. The proposed road
alignment in Uttar Pradesh is passing through Pilibhit,
Lakhimpur, Bahraich, Sravasti, Balrampur, Siddharth
Nagar, MaharajGanj districts (~600 km in length). This
road will also be traversing through the prime wildlife
habitats of Terai Arc Landscape (TAL), an important
conservation area for tigers, elephants, rhinos, and many
other species. The Wildlife Institute of India (WII) was
assigned to prepare mitigation measures for the proposed
Indo-Nepal Border Road in Uttar Pradesh by the Chief
Engineer, Public Works Department, Uttar Pradesh vide
Letter no. 7231.N.B./341.N.B/15 dated 13.03.2020; Letter
no. 7641.N.B./341/15dated 28.05.2020. The Chief
Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh subsequently
vide Letter No. 431/23-12-2020-02(Indo-Nepal)/11TC
dated 12.06.2020 had requested WII to provide
mitigation measures on the proposed border road. The
aforementioned request has been endorsed by the PCCF-
Wildlife and Chief Wildlife Warden, Uttar Pradesh vide
Letter No. 2648/26-11 dated 19.03.2020. In this context,
the project aims to avoid and minimize the adverse
impacts of the proposed Indo-Nepal border road. This
was done through site-specific mitigation measures
(inclusive of re-alignment and animal passageways) that
will allow permeability for wildlife movement across the
road and reduce road-induced mortality. The project also
aimed to establish an ecological baseline (generate
information on species richness, distribution, and
abundance) of the project area. A pilot survey was
conducted in December 20 - January 21 along the
proposed alignment. An extensive literature survey was
done to collate information on species distribution,
corridors connectivity, and threats. These were aimed to
find out crucial areas in terms of conservation values to
conduct the field survey. The extensive field survey was
carried out from February to August 21 (due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and countrywide lockdown, the
fieldwork was interrupted in between). Camera trapping
and foot surveys were conducted to record present
animal distribution in the area of interest. To understand
the species distribution pattern in recent years (2015-
2020), we have used the long-term camera trapping
information of WWF-India and All India Tiger
Estimation survey (Jhala et al. 2020). We have



used the camera trap information of the 5 km buffer of the current alignment (on the
Indian side). A final visit was made by the Project Advisor, Principal Investigator and
team to visit the important sites and to assess the proposed mitigation measures.

The field survey recorded the presence of species of conservation concern, i.e., tiger
(Panthera tigris), elephant (Elephas maximus), rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis), leopard
(Panthera pardus), sloth bear (Melusrus ursinus) and barasingha (Rucervus duvaucelii
duvaucelii) (Table 2). Data on transboundary movement of tiger, rhinoceros and other
priority species was also documented from literature and/or radio telemetry data
(NTNC, Nepal). We recorded first photographic evidence of tigers from the Suhelwa
wildlife sanctuary. Our results depicted the biodiversity value of the TAL and
highlighted the importance of landscape connectivity for the recovery of endangered
species.

Roads result in fragmentation of continuous wildlife habitat and promote human
disturbance to penetrate deep inside the wilderness areas. These are most detrimental
to biodiversity values. The proposed Indo-Nepal Border road will lead to large scale
habitat fragmentation and will permanently block the natural movement of wildlife
species across the landscape, thus affect the population viability. Parts of the road will
be passing through crucial wildlife corridors of Terai Arc Landscape. These corridors
are heavily used by wild animals (especially tigers, elephants, and rhinos) despite
their fragmented and/or degraded state. However, further disturbance in these
corridors may cause irreversible damage to them and hinder animal dispersal between
PAs in the landscape. It is most appropriate to avoid any linear infrastructure
development in this biodiversity hotspot area. However, if unavoidable, the following
mitigation measures need to be strictly followed keeping in mind the security of the
Nation and its biodiversity:

A) Site Specific Mitigation Measures:

1. Pilibhit Tiger Reserve: The Lagga Bagga region of Pilibhit harbours rich
biodiversity of endangered and threatened wildlife. However, this patch is
surrounded by human settlements towards Indian side, thus entirely dependent
on the Shuklaphanta National Park of Nepal (the source population). The
proposed alignment will be passing through the Lagga-Bagga area, which will cut
this region from the source, separating this small forest patch which will not be
able to harbour the present biodiversity for long. This fragile ecosystem cannot
withstand the disturbance caused during the construction of mitigation measures.
The proposed alignment be altered from Nazulia BoP, use the existing roads on
the southern bank of Sharda river and join the existing Border Road near Tila No.
4. The proposed alignment length between Nazulia to Lagga Bagga-1I BoP will be
operated using the existing forest roads/trails. The existing roads can be upgraded
to all-weather morum road, if morum road will not suffice the needs, the
construction agency will use appropriate technology to ensure paved path (at
ground level) will be made flushed to surface as not to modify the flooding pattern
in the area. These minor alterations will not hinder the project’s objective as all
the BoPs will be connected as well as safeguard the biodiversity value of this area.

Nepal Border Road - Animal Passage Plan & Mitigation



2. Dudhwa National Park: The camera trap data depicted the high intensity of
animal use in the part of the forest wherein the proposed alignment is passing
through, especially in Satiyana, Laljhadi-Goriphanta, Masankhambh, Bela Parswa.
Mitigation measures are proposed based on animal use and movements. These areas
are also depicted as essential areas for conservation in published literature and
scientific reports (Ghose et al. 2014): use of the existing forest roads (may be
converted into paved path at ground level) near Satiyana (Ghola BoP), animals
underpass near Laljhadi-Goriphanta corridor, Masankhambh, Mangal Purva, and
Raghu Nagar (Basanta corridor). Once the proposed Indo-Nepal Border road is
operational, portion of State Highway 90 passing through the heart of Dudhwa NP
(connecting Palia and Goriphanta) should be made permanently closed and the
tarmac top should be dismantled (the portion inside the forests). The proposed road
alignment between Chandan Chowki BoP and Golbojhi BoP should use the existing
forest roads (which may be converted into paved path at ground level). All the
mitigation measures were discussed with the SSB officials during the field visit of the
Project Advisors, and team; SSB officials agreed to these proposed mitigation
measures as they are not compromising the security point of view.

3. Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary: The camera trap and associated data (radio
telemetry, foot surveys, and literature) highlighted two critical links in the
Katerniaghat wildlife sanctuary. The proposed alignment is passing through - the
Chhedia and Khata corridors. Therefore, we have proposed mitigation measures to
safeguard these vital links. The proposed bridge over river Kaudiala needs to be
extended for the entire stretch of the river (including riverine grasslands) to protect
the Chhedia corridor; a flyover near Kaudiala Ghat BoP should be constructed to
secure the Chhedia corridor. The bridge over river Girwa should be extended up to
Border Pillar No. 82 (old pillar no.) to safeguard the Khata corridor. The proposed
road alignment between BoP 82 to BoP 79 (2.6 km in length) should take a detour
and use the existing forest roads (inside the forest) and village roads (outside the
forests), and join the proposed alignment near BoP 82. By considering this slight
alteration, the crucial Khata corridor will remain functional.

4. Suhelwa Wildlife Sanctuary: The camera trapping and sign survey exercise in
Suhelwa revealed the presence of tigers (first photographic captures), elephants,
sloth bears, leopards, and species of conservation concern. However, Suhelwa WLS is
a linear patch of forest (PA width ranges from 2-8 km) surrounded by human
habitation in the Indian side (southern part). The continuous forest patch of Banke
NP (Nepal) is the source population for Suhelwa WLS. Suhelwa, in isolation, cannot
harbour viable populations of these large-ranging species. Considering this, we have
prescribed an alteration in the present alignment from Suiya BoP. The altered road
should use the existing state highway/district roads on the southern boundary of
Suhelwa WLS and join the existing border road near BoP Trilokpur. The Border
Outposts inside Suhelwa WLS will be connected through the existing approach
roads and firelines. However, these approach roads may be converted to all-weather
morrum roads wherever necessary.
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B) General Mitigation Measures:

L

10.

All the animal underpasses should have light and sound barriers, and
the floor of the underpasses will be maintained as natural as its
surrounding habitat.

To facilitate elephant movement in the landscape, all the underpasses
will have a minimum span of 50 m with a height of minimum 8-10 m*.
Similar animal underpasses of at least of 50m length and minimum of
8-10m height, should be constructed over the rivulets, nallas, and
natural depressions present in the PAs, and their Eco Sensitive Zones
(underpasses which are not mentioned in site specific mitigation
measures). In the absence of ESZ, 10km buffer of the PA will be |
considered as ESZ according to the order of Hon’ble Supreme Court.
Existing drainage culverts should be modified during the construction
for using them as animal passage structures (Hume pipe: 2 m * 2 m,
Culvert: 5 m % 5 m). The floor of the culverts should be layered with
soil/sand/gravels (as per the surrounding substrata).

No existing drainage should be blocked due to the construction of the
road.

The proposed road inside the PAs should be used mainly for National
defense, patrolling by the Forest Department, and by the local
communities inhabiting the PAs.

No commercial activities/establishments should be permitted along the
road side and active vigil should be maintained to prevent such
activities in the future.

Night time (6pm to 6am) ban on all traffic (except SSB, Forest
Departments, and local communities in case of emergency) needs to be
implemented in order to prevent disturbances during the peak wildlife
activity time. ;

No construction materials should be collected from the forests and the
debris should be deposited outside the forest area in an
environmentally sustainable manner.

No construction work and stay of construction labours should be
permitted at night (6pm to 6am) inside the forest land.

Chief Wildlife Warden, Government of Uttar Pradesh should
constitute a monitoring committee comprising representatives of
Forest Department, SSB, PWD, and WII to oversee that the project
and its implementation in strict adherence to the prescribed mitigation
measures.

* We have proposed the minimum height of underpasses as 8-10m to facilitate elephant
movement across the landscape. Height of the underpasses generally determined by
openness index of the underpass (considering height, width & length of underpass,
details in ‘Tunnelling Effect’ section) as well as the behaviour of animal in focus. As per
the WII suggestions (2016), in elephant landscapes, the height of the underpass should be
8-10m. In case of narrow width roads, underpasses of 50m length with 6-8 m height may
be suggested. However, the optimum height should be 3 times that of the tallest animal. In
case of elephants (average height 3m), 8-10m is suggested as optimum (WII Report 2016).

indo-Nepal Border Road - Animal Passag
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Linear infrastructure, roads in particular, is
considered pivotal in shaping the pace,
structure and pattern of development of a
country. India has the second largest road
network in the world, spanning about 6220
thousand km (Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways, 2021). Although roads are important
for the economic development and human
welfare of the country, it can have negative
impacts on the biodiversity at both site and
landscape level. Roads in the wildlife habitats
lead to fragmentation, increase access of human
to remote areas, facilitate growth of human
settlements, which at times might not be for
bonafide use by local communities. Degradation
of wildlife habitat due to road construction act
as a conduit for weed invasion (van der Ree et.
al, 2015). There could be a consequent
reduction in the overall carrying capacity of the
landscape to sustain wildlife (WII, 2016).
Moreover, the vehicular traffic on the road
create disturbances to wildlife by light and
sound pollution. Road caused mortality of
animals and increased illegal activities (i.e.,
poaching, illegal resource extraction) in the
wildlife areas are one of the major nuisances
created by the roads (WII, 2016). The negative
impacts of roads can affect the wildlife
communities inhabiting several kilometres
away (Van der Ree et. dl., 2015). In fragmented
habitats, long-ranging animals like tigers and
elephants use the corridors to move between
habitat patches. Road construction in such
habitats hinder animal movements between
adjoining  populations, thus populations
become isolated. Therefore, road act as barrier
to wildlife movements and reduce gene flow
between wild populations (Yumnam et al.
2014). These can be detrimental for the long-
term survival of species of conservation
interests. Therefore, there is an urgent need to
consider the biodiversity values of an area while
designing development projects by integrating
wildlife friendly mitigation measures.



One way to achieve this is to strategize mitigation measures and apply them in the
planning stages of developmental activities. Since roads have impacts across multiple
habitats, species ranges and watersheds, remedial measures must address impacts at
the landscape level, considering the need to maintain corridors and networks of
natural habitats (WII, 2016). Ideally, instead of crossing through forests, strategic
routing of new roads from less ecologically significant or human-inhabited areas can
avoid habitat fragmentation, such road alignment also help in benefiting the local
communities. However, if avoidance is not possible, various structurally engineered
“green infrastructure” (fencing, installation of wildlife detection systems, animal-
friendly culverts and underpasses, elevated roads etc.) and regulatory mitigation
practices (speed restrictions, temporary road closures, caution signs, regular
patrolling etc.) can help minimize the negative impacts of roads on wildlife.
Implementation of appropriate mitigation measures can significantly reduce animal
mortality (road kills), and also help in retaining habitat connectivity in the landscape
and safeguarding the persistence of wildlife in long-term (Rytwinski et. al., 2016).
Therefore, it is necessary to better communicate the importance and benefit of road
mitigation measures to all the stakeholders (Van der Grift et. al., 2012). It is only then
that regular monitoring and evaluation of the effectiveness of the measures could be
incorporated for the long term success of mitigation strategies.

caused mortalities
of the major
of tiger




~ Objectives of the project

Background of the project

The Indo-Nepal border road (hereafter INBR) was proposed to connect all the Border
Outposts (BOP) of the paramilitary force Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) along the Indo-
Nepal border between India and Nepal. The INBR alignment (600 Km) traverses
through the Pilibhit, Lakhimpur, Bahraich, Sravasti, Balrampur, Siddharth Nagar,
MaharajGanj districts of Uttar Pradesh. The road will threaten the integrity of the
Terai Arc Landscape (TAL), an important conservation area for tiger, elephant, rhino,
and many other species (Fig. 1). Wildlife Institute of India has been assigned the task
of proposing mitigation measures for the proposed Indo-Nepal Border Road in Uttar
Pradesh by the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, Uttar Pradesh vide Letter
no. 7231.N.B/341.N.B/15 dated 13.03.2020; Letter no. 7641.N.B./341./15dated
28.05.2020. The Chief Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh subsequently vide
Letter No. 431/23-12-2020-02(Indo-Nepal)/11TC dated 12.06.2020 requested WII to
provide mitigation measures on the proposed border road in view of the Wildlife
Institute of India’s relevant expertise in this area of research. The aforementioned
request has been endorsed by the PCCF-Wildlife and Chief Wildlife Warden, Uttar
Pradesh vide Letter No. 2648/26-11 dated 19.03.2020. In this context, the project aims
to avoid, minimize and remedy the adverse impacts of the proposed Indo-Nepal
Border Road in Uttar Pradesh on biodiversity values of the protected areas and
reserve forests through a hierarchy of mitigation measures. This was done through
site-specific mitigation measures that will allow permeability for wildlife movement
across the road as well as reduce road-induced mortality.

1. Establishing an ecological baseline of the project area: Conducting scientific survey
in the area of interest to generate information on species richness, distribution, and
abundance.

2. Identification of animal movement and crossing zones along proposed road
alignment.

3. Suggest site-specific mitigation measures (inclusive of re-alignment and animal
passage ways) to address detrimental impacts of the project on wildlife values.







The Terai Arc Landscape (TAL) is located in the
foothills of Himalayas, stretches across India and
Nepal (-800 km) between river Yamuna in the
west and river Bagmati in the East. Over the years
the landscape has been moulded by the large flood-
prone rivers, thus called terai (i.e., flood plains).
The major rivers of this region are — Yamuna,
Ganga, Ramganga, Kosi, Boar, Gola, Sharada
(Kali), Mohana, Kaudiala, Karnali (Girwa), and
Bagmati. Shifting course of these meandering
- rivers have created innumerable ox-bow lakes,
wetlands and swamps. The highly fertile soil of the
river floodplains harbours the tallest grasslands of
the world. The natural disturbances such as
monsoon floods periodically inundates the
grasslands and swamps, which is responsible for
maintaining the seral nature of terai grasslands. It
is recognized as a conservation landscape of global
importance as it harbours sizable population of
tiger (Panthera tigris), elephant (Elephas maximus),
rhinoceros  (Rhinoceros unicornis), and Bengal
florican (Houbaropsis bengalensis), species of global
conservation value (Johnsingh et al. 2004, Qureshi
et al. 2014, Rahmani et al. 2017).

t The transboundary landscape of TAL comprises of
three distinct geographical and physiographical
zones- (i) Shivaliks, (ii) Bhabhar and (iii) Terai.
The western part of TAL (between rivers Yamuna
and Sharda) lies in the Shivalik — Bhabhar tracts
and includes Rajaji and Corbett tiger reserves. This
part of the landscape is characterized by hilly and
undulating terrain, composed of coarse alluvium
and boulders, and dominated by sal (Shorea
§ robusta). The bhabar tracts (east of Sharda river)
mostly occur in Nepal characterized with boulder
and porous substrata; the water table is lower here
as compared to the terai region. The terai portion of
the landscape (east of Sharda river) is highly
fragmented, characterized by tall grasslands,
swamps and wetlands, sal dominated mixed
deciduous forests with mosaic of agricultural
fields. This part includes Pilibhit, Dudhwa and
Valmiki tiger reserves in India and Shuklaphanta,
Bardia, Banke, and Royal Chitwan National Parks
in
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Nepal (Johnsingh et. al., 2004). Apart from sal, moist deciduous forests of terai are
dominated by rohini (Mallotus philippinensis), jamun (Syzygium cumini), dhaura
(Lagerstroemia parviflora), papri (Holoptelia integrifolia), chamror (Ehretia laevis), bel (Aegle
marmelos), haldu (Haldina cordifolia), bakli (Anogeissus latifolia), and kadi-patta (Murraya
koenigii). Khair (Acacia catechu), semal (Bombax ceiba) and shisham (Dalbergia sisso) are
mostly found in grasslands as early successional stages. Plantations of teak (Tectona
grandis), khair (Acacia catechu), shisham (Dalbergia sissoo) and Eucalyptus sp are found in
patches across the landscape. Wet grasslands are dominated by Narenga porphyrocoma,
Saccharum spontancum, Sclerostachya fusca, Pharmites karka, the drier ones are dominated by
Saccharum munja, Imperata cylindrical, Desmostachya bippinata, heterpogon contortis, the
disturbance and burning causes dominance of Demostachya bippinata, Cymbopogon martini
in moist and drier grasslands.The Shrub species of Phoenix acaulis, Adhatoda vasica,
Carissa carandas and Woodfordia fruticosa dominate the drier bhabar areas and steep
slopes of the Shivalik. The highly productive grasslands of terai support high density
of ungulate population, which forms the bulk of tiger diet. The grassland-woodland
complexes of this landscape are majorly affected by the invasives such as Clerodendron
viscosum, Lantana camara, Adathoda vassica and Tiliacora acuminata.

The TAL is a biologically diverse eco-region is a home to 86 species of mammals, >600
species of birds, 47 species of herpeto-fauna, 126 species of fish, and over 2,100 species
of flowering plants (Flemming et. al., 1976; Inskipp and Inskipp, 1991; Maskey, 1989;
Shah, 1995). TAL harbours one of the highest densities of the tiger in the world,
holding 21.78% of India’s tiger population (Jhala et.al., 2020). TAL hosts three Level I
(of high conservation value) Tiger Conservation Units (TCUs) (Chitwan-Parsa-
Valmiki, Bardia-Banke and Rajaji-Corbett) and two Level Il TCUs (Dudhwa-Kailali
and Shuklaphanta-Kishanpur) (Wikramanayake et al. 1998). Apart from tiger, other
carnivores observed in the study area were: leopard (Panthera pardus), sloth bear
(Melusrus ursinus), striped hyena (Hyaena hyaena), ratel (Mellivora capensis), golden jackal
(Canis aureus), jungle cat (Felis chaus), large Indian civet (Viverra zibetha), Small Indian
civet (Viverricula indica), common palm civet (Paradoxurus hermaphroditus), and Indian
grey mongoose (Herpestes edwardsii) (Table 2). This landscape supports a diverse
assembly of ungulates which includes sambar (Rusa unicolor), chital (Axis axis), nilgai
(Boselaphus tragocamelus), wild pig (Sus scrofa), swamp deer/barasingha (Rucervus
duvaucelii duvaucelii), hog deer (Axis porcinus), goral (Naemorhedus goral), barking deer
(Muntiacus muntjak), chausingha (Tetracerus qudricornis) (Table 2). TAL is also home to
the critically endangered Gangetic dolphin (Plantanista gangetica) and gharial (Gavialis
gangeticus).

Once connected throughout its tract, more than 90% of these tall grasslands have
been converted into human land uses. The advent of DDT for the eradication of
malaria prompted human settlements and expansion of agricultural activity; this
caused large-scale clearing of forests and resulted in the fragmentation and
degradation of wildlife habitats in the landscape (Mathur 2000). The rapid growth of
human population influenced myriads of developmental activities such as roads,
railways, dam, hydroelectric power projects, and rising number of industrial set-up



and urbanisation which further fragmented the landscape. As a result, the forests are
now present in fragmented, disjunct blocks, connected through wildlife corridors
(narrow patches of wildlife habitat, and rivers). Movement of keystone species like
tiger, elephant and rhinoceros has been recorded from these corridors (Table 1).
Photocaptures of common tigers between Shuklanphanta WR and Iaggabagga
(Pilibhit), Bardia and Katerniaghat, Chitwan and Valmiki established the significance
of these corridors (Chanchani et. al., 2014). Therefore, safeguarding these corridors are
of prime importance in order to conserve the tiger population as a single large
metapopulation in the region (Kolipakam et al. 2019). The ecological integrity of TAL
is the major economic driver of people living in this area. The extensive agriculture-
based livelihood is highly dependent upon the natural characteristics and fertility of
the soil, which is actually the outcome of marshy clay rich alluvium brought upon by
the extensive river system and the annual rainfall. Since periodical inundation and
flooding maintains the soil fertility and manage grasslands, any artificial alteration in
the flood regime will disorient these intricate ecological balances in the long term,
thus, effect the local communities living in the area. Conservation of TAL’s wild
habitats as well as the alleviation of the socio-economic status of the local inhabitants
in this landscape demands proactive involvement of multiple stakeholders, most
importantly transboundary cooperation among people, governments and scientific
communities. This only can ensure the protection of the remnant wildlife habitats.

Figure /.. Map showing the study area along with the PAs of India and Nepal. The study area is a part of
Terai Arc Landsape (TAL) which harbours charismatic fauna - tigers, elephants, rhinoceros, and Bengal
floricans. The fate of these species depends on habitat protection as well as landscape connectivity.
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Table 1. List of important wildlife corridors in the study area and their status reported
by Johnsingh et al.,, (2004), Qureshi et al., (2014), Ghose et al. (2014), Chanchani et al.
(2014), Thappa et al., (2017), Anwar and Borah (2020), Biswas et al., (2020). TAL -
Terai Arc Landscape.

Important corridors Connecting Significance and major threats
PAs
1. Brahmadev, and Nandhaur - Crucial for connecting PAs of central and
Kilpura - Khatima - Pilibhit — western TAL Threatened by developmental
Surai Shuklaphanta  activities near Khatima range and proposed
border road. Used by elephants and tigers.
2. Laggabagga — Shuklaphanta— Frequently used by tigers, elephants and
Tatarganj Pilibhit - rhinoceros. Increasing human settlements and
Kishenpur expansion of agriculture and proposed border
road.
3. Laljhadi - Shuklaphanta - Important corridor for elephant and tiger
Gauriphanta Dudhwa movements. Expansion of human settlements
and the proposed border road.
4. Basanta - Bela Bardia - Crucial passage for movement of tigers,
Parsuwa Dudhwa elephants, and rhinoceros. Clearing of forests

for agriculture and settlement along with
Hulkai road in Nepal, and the proposed border
road are the major threats.

5. Kaudiala/Chhedia  Bardia - Frequently used corridors by tigers, elephant
Katerniaghat and rhinoceros along the floodplains of river
Kaudiala. Hulkai road in Nepal, and the

proposed border road are the major threats.

6. Khata Bardia - Regular movements of tigers, elephants, and
Katerniaghat rhinoceros, crucial for connecting Dudhwa-
Katerniaghat complex with other PAs in the
TAL. Hulkai road in Nepal, and the proposed
border road are the major threats.

7. Kamdi Banke — Safeguarding the connectivity will facilitate the
Suhelwa recovery of tiger and elephant poBuL&ﬁ' in

Suhelwa. Signs of elephants .wéfe fecorded

during the survey. Thregr‘éﬁéd”‘ creasing

human disturbanggs,-ﬁ\‘gﬂféi,ggéﬁi  Nepal, and

the proposed bdﬁ{e}‘foad.\}"\‘
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To assess the probable impacts of roads on
wildlife and to recommend the plausible
mitigation measures, understanding of the
species ecology (Rytwinski et. al., 2016,
Beaudry et. al., 2010), landscape characteristics
(Grilo et. al. 2011; Malo et. al. 2004), and the
proposed road design (Grilo et. al. 2008, Habib
et. al., 2015) are important. A preliminary
survey was conducted by WII Tiger Cell (Mr.
Ayan Sadhu, Ms. Kainat Latafat) team in
collaboration with PWD, SSB, and UP Forest
Department to identify crucial areas for
intensive sampling. Foot surveys and camera
trapping were conducted from along the
proposed road alignment (extending up to 5
km on the Indian side) and adjoining areas to
ascertain animal presence and their intensity of
habitat use. Special emphasis was given to the
areas directly connecting with the trans-
boundary wildlife corridors. A team from
WWEF-India accompanied the field team for
orientation. Each survey was done with the
assistance and support of the concerned forest
department, and SSB personnel (paramilitary
force). Finally, a field inspection was done by
principal investigators of the project to assess
the feasibility of the suggested mitigation
measures.

Camera Trapping

Camera trapping was done in the selected sites
in a systematic grid-based (2 km?) manner.
Reconnaissance survey was carried out to find
out areas frequently used by priority species
(tiger, leopard, elephant, rhino, swamp
deer/barasingha), and single sided camera traps
were deployed at suitable sites. For camera
trap deployment, forest roads, fire lines, dry
river beds were mostly used. The distance
between two adjacent camera trap points was
kept at approximately 700m to 1000m.
Cameras were tied on tree trunk at 30-45 cm
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above the ground (and ideally 3 - Sm away from the middle of the trail) in order to
capture small to large animals. Cameras were operational for 20 to 25 days at each
site. Each camera was checked twice every week for data retrieval, battery status
check and maintenance.

The study area was extensively sampled during the All India Tiger Estimation (AITE,
Jhala et al. 2020), and WWEF India was carrying out camera trapping in some parts of
the landscape. Therefore, we have used the AITE and the WWF long-term camera
trap data for recording species distribution in the landscape.

To obtain data on the presence of the study area by the priority species, the area was
intensively surveyed on foot between February — May 2021. Dirt roads, trails, foot
paths, river beds and nullahs, these features were selected for the sign surveys
considering the habitat use by target species. In every survey, all direct (actual
sighting) and indirect (pugmarks/footprint, scat/dung, scrape marks, scent marks,
rake marks) signs were noted along with its GPS location, age of the sign and its
photograph in the Patrol module of the M-STrIPES (Monitoring System for Tigers:
Intensive Protection and Ecological Status) mobile application as well as datasheets.
The total distance covered and time spent during each search was also recorded. Any
signs encountered outside of the sampling route were also recorded separately. A total
of 164 foot surveys with an overall effort of 753.38 km were undertaken across the
three study sites (i.e., Dudhwa NP, Katerniaghat and Suhelwa WLS).




Table 2: List of mammal species photo-captured in the study area during present study
and in Al India Tiger Estimation (Jhala et al. 2020).

Category Species Scientific name Conservation Status
IUCN CITES WPA 1972
Large Tiger Panthera tigris EN Apendix Schedule I
st Leopard Panthera pardus VU Apendix 1 Schedule I
Sloth bear Melursus ursinus VU Apendix I Schedule I
Striped Hyena Hyaena hyaena NT Apendix Il Schedule III
Small Fishing cat Prionailurus viverrinus VU Apendix Schedule I
carnivore  ynole cat Felis chaus LE Apendix II  Schedule II
Leopard cat Prionailurus bengalensis LC Apendix I Schedule I
Rusty spotted cat Prionailurus rubiginosus NT Apendix Schedule I
Golden jackal Canis aureus [E Apendix III  Schedule I
Ratel Mellivora capensis LC Apendix III  Schedule I
Yellow throated marten Martes flavigula LC Apendix III  Schedule I
Large Indian civet Viverra zibetha LC Apendix Il Schedule II
Small Indian civet Viverricula indica LC Apendix I Schedule I1
Common palm civet Paradoxurus hermaphroditus LC Apendix III  Schedule I
Grey mongoose Herpestes edwardsii LC Apendix III  Schedule II
Ruddy mongoose Herpestes smithii LC Apendix Il Schedule II
Mega One-horned Rhinoceros Rhinoceros unicornis VU Apendix I Schedule I
Herbivore  gjephant Elephas maximus EN  Apendix I Schedule I
Herbivores  Chital Axis axis LC Apendix III  Schedule I1I
Sambar Rusa unicolor VU Apendix III  Schedule III
Hog deer Axis porcinus EN Apendix Il Schedule I
Barasingha Rucervus duvaucelii VU Apendix [ Schedule I
Barking deer Muntiacus muntjak LC Apendix Il Schedule III
Chowsingha Tetracerus quadricornis VU Apendix III  Schedule I
Nilgai Boselaphus tragocamelus LC Apendix III  Schedule III
Wild pig Sus scrofa LC Apendix III  Schedule I1I
Others Indian crested porcupine  Hystrix indica LG Apendix III  Schedule IV
Indian hare Lepus nigricollis LC Apendix [II ~ Schedule IV
Rhesus macaque Macaca mulatta LC Apendix III  Schedule IT
Hanuman langur Semnopithecus schistaceus LC Apendix Schedule I
Indian pangolin Manis crassicaudata EN Apendix | Schedule I

IUCN - International Union for Conservation of Nature,
CITES - Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora;
WPA 1972 - Indian Wildlife Protection Act 1972
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The Pilibhit tiger reserve (N 28°8'0"-
28° 50°0” and E79° 53'027-80° 18'03")
forms a part of Terai Arc Landscape
(TAL) in the upper Gangetic plains at
the foothills of Himalayas. Due to its
crucial conservation values, Pilibhit
was declared as tiger reserve in 2014 in
order to conserve its biodiversity under
the ambit of tiger conservation. Pilibhit
spans over 730 Km? (core — 602.7 Km?2,
buffer - 127.3 Km?) in the Pilibhit
district of Uttar Pradesh, India. Terrain
of the reserve consists of flat Sal
patches, grasslands and flood plains,
the altitude ranges between 150-175 m.
Winter lasts from November to
February here, with average
temperature of 14.5°. The summer
months of March to June experience an
average temperature of about 36.8° C
compared to annual average of 25.5° C.
Post summers, arrival of monsoons,
play important role in maintaining the
habitat, with heavy showers and
periodically inundating the banks and
grasslands through flooding. Average
precipitation is around 780 millimeters.
Numerous water bodies in the form of
swamps (Taals), ox-bow lakes, river
systems and canals pass through the
reserve. The Mala River system and
Sharda canal forms important swamps
and grassland at their banks, vital for
the wildlife. River Gomti originates
from the reserve, forms the catchment
of several others rivers like Sharda,
Chuka and Mala Khannot. Sharda
Sagar Dam extends along the boundary
of the reserve, for a span of 22km.

Champion and Seth (1968), had
classified the forests of Pilibhit TR into
11 types and subtypes. These includes
Northern Tropical Semi Evergreen(2/E-
1), Northern Indian Moist Deciduous
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forests (Sub Division 3C), Dinar Sea Forest (3C/C-2-B (II)), Western light alluvium
plains Sal Forest (3C/C-2-D (I)), Alluvium Plains Sal Forest (Chador Sal) (3C/C-2-D
(1)), Low alluvial savannah forest(3C/1-S-1), Tropical Swamp Forest syringing
cumin swamp forest(4D/$S3), Northern Dry Forest(5B), Dry plains Sal Forest(5B/C-
IB), Northern dry deciduous Forest(5B/C-2), Khair-Sissoo forest(5B/152). The
erstwhile Pilibhit FD was maintained for commercial timber harvest owing to its
high-quality Sal and associated timber species. Accounting to 76% of the reserve is
the Sal (Shorea robusta) dominated woodlands, with dense canopy cover. Along with
major Sal patches miscellaneous patches consists of Sal associated species such as
Terminalia bellirica, Lannea grandis, Stereospermum spp, Haldina cordifolia, Lagerstroemia
parviflora etc. The forest understory consists of Clerodendron, Mallatous philippinensis,
Ehretia laevis, Miliusa velutina, Semecarpus anacardium, Eupatorium, and Holarrahaena
antidysenterica. Riparian tracts formed along the rivers and canals, which consists of
Acacia catechu and Dalbergia sisso. Grassland meadows are interspersed among these
Sal patches which are subjected to water logging caused by seasonal flooding in the
monsoons. The terai grasslands are seral in nature and are maintained by annual
fires, flooding and biotic pressures. These form the unique Terai grasslands that
sustains good populations of ungulates that in turn supports sizable large predator’s
populations. Grass species like Sacchrum, Sclerostachya, Imperata, Themeda, Bothriochloa,
Vetiveria, Apluda, Dichanthium, Digitaria and Cyperus dominate these grasslands. In the
grassland-woodland complexes called ‘Chandars’, few tree species such as Bombax
ceiba emerges and sustains across grassland patches, with its persistent fire and flood
resilient capabilities.

The carnivore guild includes tigers (Panthera tigris), leopards (Panthera pardus), sloth
bear (Melursus ursinus), golden jackal (Canis aureus), jungle cat (Felis chaus), leopard cat
(Prionailurus bengalensis), fishing cat (Prionailurus viverrinus), small Indian civet
(Viverricula indica), large Indian civet (Viverra zibetha), common palm civet
(Paradoxurus hermaphroditus), rusty spotted cat (Prionailurus rubiginosus), mongoose,
honey badger (Mellivora capensis). One-horned rhino (Rhinoceros unicornis) Chital (Axis
axis), hog deer (Axis porcinus), sambar (Rusa unicolor), nilgai (Boselaphus tragocamelus),
wildpig (Sus scrofa), barking deer (Muntiacus muntjak), swamp deer/barasingha
(Rucervus duvaucelii duvaucelii), and chowsingha (Tetracerus quadricornis) forms the
major ungulate community. Occasional movements of Asian elephant (Elephas
maximus) occurs through the transboundary link of the reserve from Shuklaphata in
Nepal through the Lagga-bagga corridor, from where the proposed alignment is
passing through. Apart from mammals the grasslands of Pilibhit TR are important
breeding grounds for the critically endangered Bengal Florican (Houbaropsis
bengalensis). Around 450 species of resident and migratory birds have been recorded
in the reserve along with several important lizards, snakes and fresh water crocodile.

As large predator populations of tiger need to be maintained as a connected large
Metapopulation for their long-term survival (Wikramanayake et al. 1998), Pilibhit
reserve is pivotal in providing functional connectivity to the forests of Terai across
India and Nepal. The reserve maintains connectivity with Kishanpur WLS and
Dudhwa NP (UP) through Garah-Lalpur-Deoria corridor (which connects



two parts of Pilibhit); Nandhaur WLS (UK) through Terai East FD, Surai-Khatima-
Kilpura corridor and Suklaphata NP in Nepal through the Pilibhit-Tatarganj-
Shuklaphanta corridor. Biswas et al., (2020) have detected genetic migrants of tiger
populations associated from Pilibhit TR to Dudhwa NP and Kishanpur WLS and
identified Pilibhit TR and Dudhwa TR as major source population of the associated
Tiger habitat block. They have also identified two new high conductance corridors
associated with Pilibhit TR that connects Northern and southern parts of Pilibhit
and the other Pilibhit to Kishanpur WLS through North Kheri FD. Anwar and Borah
(2020) have reported 17 tiger captures along with elephants and other mammals in
the corridor of Kilpura-Khatima-Surai corridor. This habitat including all the
corridors and related protected areas forms a contiguous ~3000 sq. km. area of Tiger
habitat.

Pilibhit TR is linear in shape and fragmented, surrounded by a human-dominated
matrix. Such conditions often lead to serious man-animal conflict cases, involving
leopards and tigers in the area. The growing human population and developmental
activities threaten this wildlife habitat. Managing the Pilibhit landscape needs
involvement of both Indian and Nepal governments and local communities.
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Figure 3.1

Tigers were photo-
captured mostly near
the boundary of
Suklaphanta Shuklaphanta
national  park  of
Nepal. The yellow
rectangles (solid)
depicted species
presence  obtained
from sign surveys
(direct/indirect
evidences) in 25 km?
grids.
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NEPAL Leopards were
photo-captured

mostly near  the
northern bank of
Sharda river as well
as towards the border
of Shuklaphanta
national  park  of
Nepal. The yellow
rectangles (solid)
depicted species
presence  obtained
from sign surveys
(direct/indirect
evidences) in 25 km?
grids.
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Figure 3.3

Rhinos were photo-
captured mostly in
the  north-western
part of Lagga-Bagga
area, which is close to
the grasslands of
Shuklaphanta
national ~ park  of
Nepal. The vyellow
rectangles (solid)
depicted species
presence  obtained
from sign  surveys
(direct/indirect
evidences) in 25 km?
grids.

Figure 3.4

Elephants were
photo-captured near
the Indo-Nepal
Border of the Lagga-
Bagga region. The

yellow rectangles
(solid) depicted
species presence

recorded  (indirect
sign)  during the
preliminary survey in
25 km? grids.






Dudhwa National Park (N 28° 18’ 0" to 28° 42’ 0"
and E 80° 28 0.12 to 80° 57 0”) is situated in the
Terai Arc Landscape (TAL) of Uttar Pradesh, India.
§ Dudhwa was notified as National Park in 1977 due
! to its unique biodiversity and conservation values.
Dudhwa NP spreads over 680 km?2 (core 490.3 Km?,
buffer 190 Km?) in the Lakhimpur-Kheri district of
Uttar Pradesh. Along with Katerniaghat WLS and

B Kishenpur WLS were declared as Dudhwa Tiger

Reserve in 1987. Dudhwa was a private hunting
¢ ground of royal family of Khairigarh, in 1861 most of

" the forest area came under the control of the then

government as reserved forest and managed for
commercial purpose (timber) until 1968. In this
time, resettlement of people from neighbouring
countries in this region resulted into large scale
conversion of forest land (to agriculture).

The north eastern boundary of the park is shared
with Indo-Nepal border which is delineated by
Mohana river to a large extent. The chief river
tributaries passing through Dudhwa are Mohana,
which flows roughly along northern boundary of the
park, and Suheli, which roughly flows along
southern boundary of the park. Both the rivers
eventually merge into Ghaghra river. The park has
numerous vast forest wetlands and swamps, fed by
seasonal flooding which are home to large number of
resident and migratory bird species. The elevation of
Dudhwa ranges between 134-214m with fairly plain
terrain. This area exhibits tropical monsoon type
climate characterized by dry hot summers and cold
winters. Winters last from mid-October to end of
February followed by dry summers from March to
June, mid-June to mid-October constitutes monsoon
season. The average temperature of area ranges from
3°-23% in winters and 25°-45° in summers. The peak
rainy season of July/August accounts for 19°-37°
variation in temperature. The same period accounts
for 907 of total annual rainfall of 2230 mm. The
vegetation type of Dudhwa comprises of Northern
moist deciduous forest (3C/C2b-ii, 3C/C 2b-ii, 3C/C
2d-i, 3C/C2/DS1, 3C/1S1), Tropical seasonal swamp
§ forest (4D/SS3) and Northern tropical dry
deciduous forest (5B/1S2) (Champion and Seth,
1968).
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The annual flood deposits rich alluvial soil along with sandy and loamy soil, which
makes the major area of Dudhwa covered with dense Sal (Shorea robusta) dominated
forests, marshy wetlands and tall grasslands. Jamun (Syzygium cumini), Asna
(Terminalia elliptica), Rohini (Mallotus philippensis), Gular (Ficus racemose), Baheda
(Terminalia bellirica), Kusum (Schleichera oleosa) and Haldu (Haldina cordifolia) are other
prominent species found interspersed among the sal forests. Semal (Bombax ceiba) are
found scattered in the grasslands of park. Khair (Acacia catechu) and Shesam (Dalbergia
siso0) are found in riverine forest inside the park. Narkul (Phragmites karka), Dabh
(Desmostachya bipinnata), Doob (Cynodon dactylon), Tiger Fern (Diplazium esculentum),
Khus (Chrysopogon zizanioides), Mayari (Imperata cylindrica), Retwa (Sclerostachya fusca),
Munj (Saccharum munja), Typha species are few of common grasses found in the
grasslands of Dudhwa. The carnivore guild includes tiger (Panthera tigris), leopard
(Panthera pardus), sloth bear (Melursus ursinus), fishing cat (Prionailurus viverrinus), jungle
cat (Felis chaus), leopard cat (Prionailurus bengalensis), rusty spotted cat (Prionailurus
rubiginosus), golden jackal (Canis aureus), large Indian civet (Viverra zibetha), small
Indian civet (Viverricula indica), common palm civet (Paradoxurus hermaphroditus) and
Indian grey mongoose (Herpestes edwardsii) among others. Amongst the herbivores,
elephant (Elephas maximus), swamp deer/barasingha (Rucervus duvaucelii duvaucelii), hog
deer (Axis porcinus), sambar (Ruca unicolor), chital (Axis axis), barking deer (Muntiacus
muntjac), wild pig (Sus scrofa), and nilgai (Bosclaphus tragocamelus) are present in
Dudhwa. A small population of rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis) were.reintroduced in
Dudhwa in 1984 which are now enclosed in two different locations inside the park.
Endangered hispid hare (Caprolagus hispidus) are reported from Dudhwa, however,
they occur in very low density. The vast tracts of grassland and swampy areas are
home to number of avian species, few of which are critically endangered like bengal
florican (Houbaropsis bengalensis), white-rumped vulture (Gyps bengalensis), long-billed
vulture (Gyps indicus) and red-headed vulture (Sarcogyps calvus). Other species include
Indian pangolin (Manis crassicaudata), Indian hare (Lepus nigricollis), Indian crested
porcupine (Hystrix indica), langur (Semnopithecus spp) and rhesus macaque (Macaca
mulatta) among other large number of amphibian, reptile, and avian species.

The shifting course of the rivers in this region plays major role in maintaining the tall
grasslands, swamps, and wetlands (ox-bow lakes, locally known as taal) ecosystems
in this region (Mathur and Midha, 2008). The productive grasslands are crucial for
harbouring mega herbivore species like rhinoceros and elephant. Increasing
dependency of local communicates on the forest resources caused degradation of the
wildlife habitat, often leads to man-animal conflicts. Dudhwa national park is
surrounded by human land uses, the corridors connecting the nearby forest areas are
crucial to maintain the integrity in the entire TAL.

The Laljhadi (connects Dudhwa with Shuklaphanta forest complex in Nepal) and
Basanta corridors (connects forest of Dudhwa with Bardia national park via Churia
hills of Nepal) are two important corridors in this region (Qureshi et al. 2014). These
corridors are actively used by three conservation dependant species viz. tiger,
elephant and rhinoceros. Functionality of these corridors is under threat by



increasing pressure of grazing, encroachment, forest land conversion, extensive
human use, proposed border road in India and resource extraction among other
causes (Chanchani et al. 2014). To address these problems, timely measures taken in
proper manner can help combat these issues leading to less conflict and provide for
safe passage to wildlife.
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Figure 4.3
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Figure 4.4
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Lying in the upper-Gangetic plains of the
~ Terai Arc Landscape, the Katerniaghat
~ Wildlife Sanctuary (N 28°23'2550', E
81°218.50'E and N  28°41828", E
81°24'19.50") covers an area of 550.11 km?
(core, 400.09 km? and buffer 150.02 km?).
- The sanctuary is located in the Bahraich
district of Uttar Pradesh, India. Not much
- is known about the sanctuary prior to its
occupation by the British. The govt.
acquired proprietary rights over these
forests in 1856, which were then
administered as wastelands. In 1861, these
were declared as state forest. The forests
were of value mostly to the local
inhabitants and were fairly preserved. It
was not until the British period that
serious exploitation took place (Singh and
Prasad, 2013). The most significant felling
of timber-bearing forests, specially Sal
(Shorea robusta), Khair (Acacia catechu), and
Shisham (Dalbergia sissoo), occurred in the
colonial era around the periods of the two
World Wars. The post-independence years
were  characterized by arrival  of
agriculturalists and refugees and major
parts of the forests were converted into
croplands (Chanchani et. al., 2014). A major
change in the management of these forests
came around 1965, when forest
regeneration and wildlife conservation
were given priority (Singh and Prasad,
2013). The sanctuary was established in
1976 and was brought under the purview
of Project Tiger in 2000, when it was
declared as a part of the Dudhwa Tiger
Reserve.

Several perineal streams criss-cross the
sanctuary. Before entering into India from
Nepal, the Karnali river bifurcates and
i enters the PA as two streams - Kaudiala
and Girwa. These two recombine at the
Girijapuri irrigation barrage to form the
Ghaghara river. The Saryu river flows
through the eastern side of the sanctuary.
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The terrain is essentially plain with elevation ranging from 116 to 165m (Kumar et. dl.,
2015) and is composed of nutrient-rich and highly productive alluvial soil. The area
is subject to climatic variations typical of the northern plains. Summer commences
around April, with extreme heat and dry conditions, advancing into monsoon
starting the end of June. The area receives an annual average rainfall of about
1300mm (Singh and Prasad, 2013). Most of the western part of the PA remains
flooded till October. November marks the onset of cold, foggy and moist winters.
The mean temperature varies from 8-22°C in winters to 27-40°C in summers
(Chaudhary et. dl., 2014). Grazing, annual floods and controlled/uncontrolled fire
play a major role in the natural regeneration of vegetation in the sanctuary area.
Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary is classified under the Terai-Bhabhar bio-
geographic sub-division of the Upper Gangetic Plains (Pandey et. al., 2008). The flora
is diverse, varying from moist deciduous (3C/C2b, 5/1S2, 1/E1) and tropical dry
deciduous (5B/C1b, 5B/C2, 3/E1) forests to alluvial savannahs (3/1S1) and wetlands
(Champion and Seth, 1968). Dense cane (Calamus tenuis) brakes are characteristic of
the areas close to the Girwa river. Some plantation sites are also present in the PA
mostly consisting of Teak (Tectona grandis). The major tree species found in the
sanctuary are — Sal (Shorea robusta), Asna (Terminalia alata), Haldu (Adina cordifolia),
Kusum (Schleichera oleosa), Rohini (Mallotus philippensis), Jamun (Syzigium cumin),
Asidha (Lagerstroemia parviflora), Gutel (Trewia nudiflora), Gular (Ficus racemosa), Jigna
(Lannea coromandelica), Wadar (Sterculia villosa), Dhak (Butea monosperma)), Semal
(Bombax ceiba), Khair (Acacia catechu) and Sheesham (Dalbergia sissoo). The
undergrowth consists of shrubs like Bhaant (Clreodenron viscouum), Kath
Nimbu/Guturu  (Glycosmis  pentaphylla), ~Kadhi Patta  (Murraya koenigit),
Karwanth/Rangoi (Tiliacora acuminate), Chauranga (Milletia auriculata) among others.
Common grasses found in the PA include Kush (Desmostachya bipinnata), Khus
(Chrysopogon zizanioides), Munja (Saccharum munja), Dubb (Cynodon dactylon), Narkul
(Phragmites kakra), bamboo (Dendrocalamus sp)) and Tiger fern (Diplazium esculentum).
Lantana camara, Gajar ghaas (Parthenium histosporensis), Besharam (Ipomed sp.) are some
common weeds found in Katerniaghat (Singh and Prasad, 2013; Kumar, 2015, Pandey
et.al., 2008).

The resource-rich habitats and diverse vegetation of Katerniaghat supports sizeable
populations of wild animals. The important herbivores include Asian elephant
(Elephas maximus), one-horned rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis), chital (Axis axis),
sambar (Rusa unicolor), swamp deer/barasingha (Rucervus duvaucelii duvaucelii), barking
deer (Muntiacus muntjak), hog deer (Axis porcinus), nilgai (Boselaphus tragocamelus) and
wild pig (Sus scrofa). The major carnivores include tiger (Panthera tigris), leopard
(Panthera pardus), golden jackal (Canis aureus), jungle cat (Felis chaus), fishing cat
(Prionailurus viverrinus), honey badger (Mellivora capensis), common palm civet
(Paradoxurus hermaphroditus), small Indian civet (Viverricula indica) and Indian grey
mongoose (Herpestes edwardsii). The Girwa river is also home to the Gangetic river
dolphin (Platanista gangetica), gharial (Gavialis gangeticus) and mugger (Crocodylus
palustris). Apart from these, the Great hornbill (Buceros bicornis), Bengal florican
(Houbaropsis bengalensis), White-rumped vulture (Gyps bengalensis) and long-billed
vulture (Gyps indicus) are some of the rare avian species found in Katerniaghat (Jhala
et.al, 2020).



Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary, with its extensive river network, has given rise to a
critical ecosystem supporting unique assemblages of flora and fauna, making it one
of the most significant representatives of the fragile Terai Arc landscape (Pandey et.
al., 2008). The narrow and linear riparian forests of the Khata and Cheddia corridors
connect the north-western part of the sanctuary with Royal Bardia National Park,
and serve as conduit for the periodic movement of keystone species like elephants,
rhinoceros and tigers (Qureshi et. al. 2014; Bista et. al., 2019). A linear stretch of forest
forms the central and eastern portions of the sanctuary, which is bisected by a State
Highway and a narrow-gauge railway line. The sanctuary is surrounded by a mosaic
of small villages and agricultural fields (Chanchani et. al., 2014; Bista et. al,, 2019).
Over 70 villages are present in and around Katerniaghat. Activities like poaching,
grazing, extraction of timber and NTFPs, from both India and Nepal, have increased
biotic pressure and competition for forest resources (Musavi and Khan, 2016).
Owing to the vital ecosystems and threatened wildlife the sanctuary supports, along
with the maintenance of the functionality of the corridors, there is an urgent need to
protect the biodiversity through effective monitoring and management.

he productive grasslands of terai harbour large assemblages of wild ungulates, which in turn sustain high density tiger populations.
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Leopards were photo-
captured throughout
the study area,
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Figure 5.3
Elephants were
photo-captured
throughout the study
area, however, higher
capture rates were
obtained from Chedia
corridor area and
areas near Khata
corridor. The yellow
rectangles (solid)
depicted species
presence  obtained
from sign surveys
(direct/indirect
evidences) in 25 km?’
grids.

Figure 5.4

Rhinos were photo-
captured in  the
Chedia and Khata
corridor areas. Khata
corridor  area  is
actively used by the
species, which
connects the nearby
Bardia national park
of Nepal. The yellow
rectangles (solid)
depicted species
presence  obtained
from sign surveys
(direct/indirect
evidences) in 25 km?
grids.
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Figure 5.5

Map depicting the
presence locations of
a radio-collared
rhinoceros (collared
in Bardia National
Park, Nepal) which
used the Khata
corridor to disperse
from Bardia NP to
Katerniaghat (India).
This highlights the
prime importance of
Khata corridor in
maintaining

connectivity in the
landscape.

Data  courtesy:  The
National  Trust  for
Nature Conservation
(NTNC)

[ iodlso home to the critically endangered Gangetic
delphin (Platanista gangeticd) and gharial (Gavialis gangeticus)




o




=




Suhelwa Wildlife Sanctuary (N 27° 30" 1"-27"
55' 42"; E8I° 55’ 36"-82° 48' 33") is located
centrally in the Terai Arc Landscape (TAL)
spans over 635 Km? (core 415 Km?, buffer 220
Km?) in Balrampur, Sravasti and Gonda
districts of Uttar Pradesh. Before the
implementation of the Zamindari Abolition
Act 1952, most of the forest land of the
sanctuary was the personal property of the
Maharaja of Balrampur and the area was
known as Balrampur Estate. Later after the
abolition of Zamindari, the forests were
assimilated in to the state of U.P. and was
declared as a Wildlife Sanctuary (WLS) in
1988, named after the king Suheldev. The
Sanctuary is an elongated narrow stretch
along the Indo-Nepal Border, surrounded by
human land uses in the southern boundary.
The northern boundary (120 Km) of Suhelwa
is continuous with Banke National Park of
Nepal.

The Shiwalik hills (also known as Churia
Hills in Nepal) imparts undulating
topography to its northern part with
elevation of 120-200m above mean sea level,
while the southern part consists of flat
terrain. The Shiwaliks are also responsible for
intermittent rivers, which carry big boulders
along with it. These rivers are highly dynamic
in nature and cause frequent flooding during
monsoon months. Falling in the sub-tropical
region the PA receives moderate rainfall of
about 1700mm annually. But the Terai-Bhabar
subdivision of Upper Gangetic plains, with
its characteristic porous rocky riverbeds and
undulating terrain along the Himalayan
foothills, is unable to hold this water and as a
result this area is water deficient during the
summer months. To overcome this deficit,
there are many artificial reservoirs
constructed on its southern boundary to store
water. One of the oldest reservoirs is Razia
Tal, renovated by Razia Sultan.

Suhelwa WLS presents one of the dense
forests of Uttar Pradesh. The forest type is
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Tropical Moist Deciduous (Champion & Seth 1968), with Sal (Shorea robusta)
dominated forest, interspersed with Jamun (Syzygium cumini), Asna (Terminalia
tomentosa), Khair (Acacia catechu), haldu (Haldina cordifolia), Kusum (Schleichera oleosa).
Before its declaration as a PA, teak (Tectona grandis) was planted by the state, these
pure patches of teak can be seen now as well. A rare plant, Indopiptadenia oudhensis on
the verge of extinction is also found here in its natural habitat (Singh 2010). The tall
grasslands of terai habitat are absent in Suhelwa, tall grass patches can be found
along the river bed and in the sand banks of the rivers. Major tall grass species
includes Vetiveria, Themeda, Imperata, Saccharum, and Arundo.

During the present field survey, we have recorded presence of tigers (Panthera tigris)
from camera trap photographs and indirect evidences (pugmarks). This was the first
photographic evidences of tigers after tigers went locally extinct in the past. The
carnivore guild comprised of tiger, leopard (Panthera pardus), sloth bear (Melusrus
ursinus), striped hyena (Hyaena hyaena), ratel (Mellivora capensis), golden jackal (Canis
aureus), jungle cat (Felis chaus), large Indian civet (Viverra zibetha), Small Indian civet
(Viverricula indica), common palm civet (Paradoxurus hermaphroditus), and Indian grey
mongoose (Herpestes edwardsii). Presence of wild dog (Cuon alpinus) were recorded
sometime in the past, however, recent photographic evidences are still lacking to
confirm the claim. Occasional movement of elephants (Elephas maximus) have been
recorded in the northern part of the sanctuary. Other herbivore species found here:
spotted deer (Axis axis), Nilgai (Boselaphus tragocamelus), sambar (Rusa unicolor),
barking deer (Muntiacus muntjac), four-horned antelope (Tetracerus quadricornis), and
wild pig (Sus scrofa). Other important species found in Suhelwa are: Himalayan
langur (Semnopithecus schistaceus), Indian hare (Lepus nigricollis), Indian crested
porcupine (Hystrix indica), and Indian pangolin (Mdnis crassicaudata). Due to mixed
forest the bird diversity is also rich with about 298 species of birds (Bhargava et al.
2016). Among them, critically endangered slender-billed vulture (Gyps tenuirostris),
white-rumped vulture (Gyps bengalensis), red-headed vulture (Aegypius calvus) are
found. It also has rich reptilian diversity and a great amount of insect diversity,

especially Lepidoptera.
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Road kills documented by Wil research team during the survey in and around Subelwa Wildlife Sanctuary
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Although the narrow stretch of forest land is intact in Suhelwa, it is continuous with
the biodiversity rich Banke National Park in Nepal. Recent reports of tiger,
elephants and presence of other keystone species established the importance of this
forest patch. The Southern fringe being heavily fragmented, increases the surface
area to the human disturbances. Moreover, insufficient forest staff makes it difficult
to patrol the PA on a regular basis. The villages of Nepal have poor connectivity on
Nepal territory and thus depend on the Indian markets for their needs, increasing
the biotic pressure. Another major threat is poaching, and these animals end up as
bushmeat in local market (Khanal & Baniya 2018). Anthropogenic activities like
firewood collection, illegal felling of trees, livestock grazing and encroachment of
forest land for agriculture are some of the major reasons for the degradation of the
forest and its wildlife. Due to these anthropogenic activities, there is increase in
invasive spp. Lantana camara, Parthenium hysterophoru, Cassia tora, etc. which pose a
serious threat to native flora and endangers the herbivore population too (Faizi
2017). Moreover, the Terai-Bhabar region is a very important region for water table,
and change in its dynamics may result in frequent flooding in the low-lying regions
of the Upper Gangetic plains (Semwal 2005). Some management inadequacies like
inadequate staff and funds, and improper maintenance of fire lines to prevent forest
fires, which are a menace during summer months, adds up to the difficulties of
managing the area.
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Fgure 6.1

Tigers were photo-
captured for the first
time in  Suhelwa
WLS. Tiger
pugmarks were also
recorded from the
eastern  part  of
Suhelwa. The yellow
rectangles (solid)
depicted species
presence  obtained
from sign surveys
(direct/indirect
evidences) in 25 km?
grids.

Figure 62

Leopards were photo-
captured throughout
the study area with
higher capture rates
recorded from north-
western  part  of
Suhelwa and Tulsipur
range of the reserve.
The yellow rectangles
(solid) depicted
species presence
obtained from sign
surveys
(direct/indirect
evidences) in 25 km?
grids.
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Figure 6.3

Sloth bear sign were
recorded from the
eastern part of the
reserve. The yellow
rectangles (solid)
depicted species
presence  obtained
from sign surveys
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Roads result in fragmentation of continuous wildlife habitat and act as a conduit to
human disturbance (habitat degradation, spreading of invasive species, forest fire,
road kills, and many more) in the inviolate areas. Therefore, the negative impacts of
roads (& other linear infrastructures) need to be assessed on both site and landscape
scales. The proposed Indo-Nepal Border road passes through the Terai Arc
Landscape (TAL) and will create large-scale habitat fragmentation. This will block
the natural movement of wildlife species across the landscape. Parts of the proposed
road alignment is going through crucial wildlife corridors of TAL. These corridors
are heavily used by wild animals (especially tigers, elephants, and rhinos) despite
their fragmented state. However, further disturbance in these corridors is likely to
cause irreversible damage to them and hinder animal dispersal between PAs in the
landscape. It is most appropriate to avoid any linear infrastructure development in
this biodiversity hotspot area. However, if unavoidable, the following mitigation
measures need to be strictly followed keeping in mind the security of the Nation and
its biodiversity. We have divided the mitigation measures into two broad sections -
a) site-specific mitigation measures, b) general mitigation measures.

Table 3. List of major mitigation measures suggested across the proposed Indo-
Nepal border road in Uttar Pradesh, India. The start point for the alternative routes
depicting the location where the detour starts., The end point denotes the location
where the altered alignment is re-joining the road.

Use existing forest
Alternative & village roads (1.5

/2

Locality Mitigation measures GPS locations of recommended alterations
TR/NP/WLS Corridor BoP Type Length Start Point End Point
Use existing
Lagga Bagga Nazulia Alternative  village roads (-37
Pilibhit corridor route Km) 28°49'32.05'N  80°04'2.99'E 28°42'31.44'N 80°17'45.77'E
Lagga Bagga
Pilibhit corridor Flyover 0.7 Km 28°40'35.02'N  80°12'48.65'E 28°40'32.80'N 80°13'1412°FE
Lagga Bagga
Pilibhit corridor Flyover 0.5 Km 28°40'32.14'N  80°13'22.22°E 28°40'30.66'N 80°13'40.79'E

Dudhwa Satiyana Ghola route Km) 28°32'43.24'N  80°30'49.05'E  28°33'8.65'N 80°3122.01'E
Border Pillar
Dudhwa Laljhadi corridor ~ No. 755-756 Flyover 12 Km 28°393500'N  80°30'21.87'E  28°40'13.19'N 80°30'21.25'FE
Dudhwa  Basanta corridor - I Sohna Flyover 1.4 Km 28°34'0.49°'N  80°42'6.26'E  28°33'44.41'N 80°42'53.28'F
Dudhwa  Basanta corridor - | Sohna Flyover 0.5 Km 28°32'52.59°'N  80°44'29.49'E 28°32'48.48'N 80°44'49.21'E
Chandan  Alternative Use existing forest
Dudhwa  Basanta corridor - I~ Chowki route roads (15 Km)  28°32'40.01'N  80°46'15.88'E 28°29'21.68'N 80°51'57.87'E
Dudhwa  Basanta corridor - II Raghu Nagar  Flyover 0.7 Km 28°27'9.54'N  80°54'54.35'E 28°26'47.27'N 80°54'57.36'E
Katerniaghat ~ Chedia corridor Flyover 3.0 Km 28°22'51.25'N  81°0I'L1I0'E  28°23'50.91'N  81°2'13.58'E
Border Pillar g
Katerniaghat ~ Chedia corridor No. 699 Flyover 1.8 Km 28°23'59.36'N  81°03'34.27"E 28°2322.78'N 81°42520'E
Pillar No (old)
Katerniaghat Girwa river 87 - 82 Flyover 4.4 Km 28°21'55.36'N  8I°1I'898'E  28°20'4311'N  8I°13'893'E
Use existing forest
Alternative & village roads
Katerniaghat ~ Khata corridor BoP 82 route (4.8 Km) 28°20006.6'N  8I°1335.6'E  28°18'45.93'N  8I°14219'E
Use existing
BoP Suiya to  Alternative district & village
Suhelwa Suhelwa-Banke Trilokpur route roads (95 Km)  27°51'53.48'N  81°55'45.17'E 27°29'58.43'N 82°43'40.17'E
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A) Site Specific Mitigation Measures:

The camera trap data showed considerable presence of wildlife species, especially
tiger, rhinoceros, leopard and elephants, in the Lagga-Bagga region of Pilibhit tiger
reserve (Fig. 3.1 — 3.4). The high photo-capture intensity of these large ranging
species near the boundary of India (Pilibhit) and Nepal (Shuklaphanta) indicated
frequently used transboundary wildlife habitats. Furthermore, barasingha was
photocaptured in the camera traps through out the study area (Lagga Bagga region).
The populations of tiger, rhinoceros, barasingha, and elephant in Lagga Bagga region
are entirely dependent on Shuklaphanta National Park of Nepal (Source population,
Ghosh et al. 2014).

1. Considering the importance of the Lagga-Bagga region, which is contiguous with
Shuklaphanta NP of Nepal, the proposed alignment needs to be slightly altered to
safeguard this prime wildlife habitat. The existing (proposed) alignment will cut the
wildlife habitat of Lagga-Bagga into a small fragment of ~15 km?. This fragment will
be isolated from Pilibhit (by Sharda Sagar and adjoining human-dominated
landscape) and Shuklaphanta, and will be too small to harbour self-sustaining
population of large ranging wild animals. As an alternative, the modified alignment
should take a detour near the Nazulia BoP (28°49'32.05'N, 80° 4'2.99'E), follow the
existing roads (district and village roads) on the southern bank of Sharda river (Fig.
3.5), and connect to the existing border road near Tila No. 4 SSB BoP (28°42'31.44°N,
80°17'45.77'E). This will maintain the connectivity throughout the border (from
Uttarakhand side to Kamboj Nagar - Sampurna Nagar side of the road). The existing
forest roads (can be upgraded to paved path flushed to surface as not to modify the
flooding pattern in the area) from Nazulia II to Lagga-Bagga II should be used for
patrolling/other necessary duties by SSB. The Border Outpost (BoP) of Lagga Bagga
I, Tatar Ganj, Kamboj Nagar, Tila No. 4 should be approached from Sampurna
Nagar (Fig. 7.1). The proposed alternate alignment, needs two mitigation measures
while passing through the forest lands: one animal underpass of 0.7 km (minimum 8-
10m in height, from 28°40'35.07°N, 80°12'48.31'E to 28°40'32.61'N, 80°13'14.38'E),
and one animal underpass of 0.5 km (minimum 8-10m in height, from 28°40'32.13'N,
80°13'22.42'F to 28°40'30.39'N, 80°13'40.85'E) (Fig. 7.1) to facilitate wildlife
movement between wildlife habitats.

2. The proposed bridge over the Bauni/Chaudhara river, should be of 300m (length)
X minimum 8-10m (height) to facilitate animal (elephant, please see the ‘Tunnelling
effect’ portion for details) movement between wildlife habitats of Nepal and India.

While doing these minor modification, no new land acquisition is required since the
existing roads will be followed. Also, the mitigation measures were discussed with
SSB officials during the field visit of the Project Leader and Project Investigator.
Since all the border outposts of SSB will be connected, the SSB Officials were in
agreement with the proposed mitigation measures. Therefore, the wildlife habitat
will be secured without compromising country’s security.
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Figure 7.1

The Lagga-Bagga region (hollow yellow rectangle in the inset) of Pilibhit, India is continuous with
Shuklaphanta of Nepal. The proposed mitigation measures are crucial to safeguard the viability of the
Lagga Bagga region at the same time maintain the continuity of the border road.




Dudhwa National Park

Our data showed the proposed alignment area is intensively used by tiger, elephant,
rhinoceros and other conservation dependent species (Fig. 4.1 = 4.5). Most of the
animal activity were recorded near the Satiyana, Laljhadi-Gauriphanta, Masankhambh
(Basanta corridor — I), and Bela Parswa (Bsanta corridor — II) area. The Laljhadi,
Basanta (I and II) corridors are the crucial links for connecting the wildlife habitats of
India (Dudhwa) and Nepal. Any damage to these corridors will hinder the animal
movement between the wildlife habitats and break the connectivity in the entire Terai
Arc Landscape. Moreover, without these corridors Dudhwa National Park will
become isolated as there is no connectivity left (with the other PAs) on the Indian
side. Therefore, the adverse effect of the proposed road should be mitigated in a
manner which should not compromise the wildlife values of this landscape.
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1. The proposed alignment of the Indo-Nepal Border Road (INBR) near Ghola BoP
(28°32'43.24'N, 80°30'49.05"E to 28°33'8.65'N, 80°31'22.01'E) is passing through the
Satiyana area of Dudhwa NP. To avoid further damage to this already fragmented
wildlife habitat, the proposed road should use the existing road outside the forest as
well as the existing forest road (can be converted into paved path at ground level)
inside Dudhwa NP (Fig. 7.2). This small alteration will safeguard the wildlife habitat
of the said area without compromising the project objectives.

2. The proposed Kaima bridge (28°33'9.55'N, 80°3122.71'E, to 28°33'13.39'N,
80°31'23.90'E) should be of 80m in length with minimum of 8-10m in height
(Landmark- New Border Pillar 762 to 762/2) to serve as an underpass for elephants
(largest animal in this landscape) and other wildlife movements (WII Report 2016).

3. The Gauriphanta area of Dudhwa national park forms a crucial linkage between the
Dudhwa NP and the wildlife habitats of Nepal (which extends up to Shuklaphanta
NP in the west to Bardia NP in the east). Regular elephant movement has been
recorded in this area apart from tiger, leopard and sloth bear. We recommend a flyover
of 11 km length and 8-10 m in height (28°3936.15'N, 80°30'18.28'E to 28°40'10.12"'N,
80°30'19.27'E) to safeguard the crucial Laljhadi - Gauriphanta corridor (landmark -
Border Pillar 756 to Border Pillar 755, BoP Kiratpur and Kuan No. 8) (Fig. 7.3). In
order to prevent damage to the wildlife habitat while construction of the flyover,
prefabricated materials should be used.

4. The damage caused by the proposed border road to wildlife and its habitat can be
compensated to some extent by dismantling the existing state highway (SH90,
connecting Palia and Gauriphanta) which fragments the critical tiger habitat of
Dudhwa NP into two parts. Moreover, this road is a serious source of disturbance,
also provides access to poachers into the heart of Dudhwa NP. Once the border road
will be fully operational, the existing length of SHO0 (22 km, 2872816.40°N,
80°37'37.09'E to 28°38'22.68'N, 80°34'23.43'E) should be permanently closed for all
and the tarmac surface should be dismantled. Therefore, the border road will be of
great service to the wildlife of Dudhwa as well as secure the protection of the country.
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Figure 7.2

Map showing the
Satiyana region of
Dudhwa  National
Park (near Ghola
BoP). The blue line
depicted the
proposed alignment
_} while  the red
DudhwaiNation dashed line is the
suggested alteration
of the alignment.
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The Laljhadi-
Gauriphanta area is
a crucial elephant
corridor, therefore,
a  flyover  (red
dashed line) should
be built to secure
this crucial link.
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l h Dudhwa National Park

5. Rivers in this landscape play a pivotal role as they serve as wildlife corridors
connecting nearby wildlife habitats. Therefore, a flyover of 1.3 km length (near BoP
Sonha, between 28°34'7.41'N - 80°42'11.38'E to 28°33'46.35"N - 80°42'51.68'E) and
minimum of 8-10m in height should be built in Masankhambh to facilitate elephant
and other wildlife movement (Fig. 7.4). This forest patch constitutes an important
part of the Basanta corridor, which is a vital link between the forests of Nepal and
India. Once the flyover will be operational, the existing tarmac road needs to be
dismantled.

6. We further prescribe, a flyover of 500m length and minimum of 8-10m height
should be built near Mangal Purva (between BoP Sonha and Chandan Chowki,
28°32'52.59'N, 80°44'29.49'E to 28°32'48.48'N, 80°44'49.21'E). Additionally,
agricultural lands (of -0.3 km?) should be purchased (Fig. 7.5) by PWD and given to
the Dudhwa tiger reserve administration. These mitigation measures will secure the
wildlife connectivity in (Basanta corridor) this region. Once the flyover will be
operational, the existing tarmac road needs to be dismantled.

7. The proposed alignment of the border road (INBR) is passing through the
Chandan Chowki area of Dudhwa NP, is primarily comprised of marshland,
wetlands & tall grasslands. These habitats are crucial for barasingha and hog deer,
also used by tiger, leopard, sloth bear, and elephant. Construction of concrete road
over here will alter the entire habitat and flooding pattern. As a suitable alternative,
the existing forest road (which is close to the proposed alignment) should be used
(Chandan Chowki BoP to Golbojhi BoP, Fig. 7.6), and can be upgraded to paved
path (at ground level). This portion of the road will be used for security & forest
management purpose only.

8. The proposed alignment in the Raghu Nagar area is passing through the crucial
Basanta corridor (I1). This fragmented forest patch opens into Mohana river, which
act as a conduit for wildlife movement. Therefore, a flyover of 700 m (near Raghu
Nagar BoP, 28°27'9.54'N, 80°54'54.35°E to 28°26'47.27'N, 80°54'57.36"E) should be
built to safeguard the crucial Basanta corridor (Fig. 7.7). Once the flyover will be
operational, the existing tarmac road needs to be dismantled.

All the elevated bridges/flyovers proposed along the Indo-Nepal Border road (inside
the forest/protected areas) by the Public Work Department (PWD), which are not
mentioned above, should be of minimum of 8-10m in height and at least 50m in
length to facilitate movement of elephants (which move in herds, please see the
“Tunnelling effect’ portion for details) in the landscape. In order to prevent damage
to the wildlife habitat while construction of the flyovers, prefabricated materials
should be used. The mitigation measures were discussed with senior SSB officials
during the field visit of the Project Leader and Project Investigator. Since all the

border outposts of SSB will be connected, the SSB Officials were in agreement with <

the proposed mitigation measures.
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A flyover (red dashed
line) should be built
near  Masankhambh
area to secure the
animal passage
(Basanta corridor - I).
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The border road
between Chandan
Chowki and Golbhuji
BoP (red dashed line)
may be converted into
all weather morrum
road to maintain the
connectivity along the
river.
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Figure 7.7

A flyover near Raghu
Nagar BoP needs to be
constructed to facilitate

RO

animal movement from
the forests to the river
(Basanta corridor - I).
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y /7 i Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary

It was clear from the field data as well as from radio telemetry information and the
literatures that the Chhedia and Khata corridors are frequently used by tiger,
elephants, rhinoceros and other species of prime conservation importance (Fig. 5.1 -
5.5, and Chanchani et al. 2014). Therefore, to maintain the integrity of these crucial
links, appropriate mitigation measures need to be made.

1) The proposed road alignment will be crossing the Kaudiala river, which is also
part of the Chhedia corridor. Considering the frequent movement of elephant,
rhinoceros, tiger and leopard, the length of the proposed Kaudiwala river bridge
should be increased to 3km (28°22'51.25'N, 81° I'LI0'E to 28°23'50.9I'N, 8I°
2'13.58'E) with minimum of 8-10m in height (considering elephant movement) above
the bank/land (Fig. 7.8).

2) A flyover of 1.8 km length (near Kaudiala Ghat BoP, 28°23'59.3'N, 81°03'34.27'F to
28°23'22.7'N, 81°04'25.2'E) and minimum of 8-10m in height (to facilitate elephant
movement) should be built to safeguard the heavily used (by wildlife) Chhedia
corridor (Fig. 7.8).

3) The proposed border road alignment is passing through the Khata corridor
(including Girwa river). Although part of the Khata corridor has been degraded in
the past, recent conservation efforts from both India and Nepal managed to secure
this crucial corridor. Presently this corridor is frequently used by tiger, elephant,
rhinoceros, and other wildlife species. This corridor is also the only viable link
between the Katerniaghat landscape of India to the Bardia NP of Nepal. Considering
the immense importance of this corridor, the following mitigation measures (Fig.
7.9) should be implemented:

i) The proposed Girwa river bridge (near Border Pillar Old 87) and the proposed
flyovers (between Border pillar 85 to 82) should be merged and extended up to
Border Pillar 82(old no.). The length of this new flyover will be 4.4 km with
minimum 8-10m height (to facilitate elephant movement, from 28°21'55.36'N,
81°11'8.98'E to 28°20'43.11'N, 81°13'8.93'E). This proposed flyover will serve the
purpose of joining the Border outposts of SSB as well as secure this vital wildlife
corridor. The bridge on the Nepal side (on Girwa river) is conducive for wildlife
movement.

ii) The proposed alignment between BoP 82 and BoP 79 is passing through the Khata
corridor, which has already been degraded due to forest fragmentation and human
disturbances. Therefore, this intact patch of forest is crucial to maintain the
connectivity. Any further construction (such as building up flyover/underpasses or
tarmac road) will disrupt the corridor. Considering this, the proposed alignment
should take a detour near BoP82 (28°20'6.6'N, 81°13'35.6'E), use the existing forest
road (inside the forest) and the existing village road (outside the forest) to join the
BoP79 (28°18'45.93"N, 81°14'2.19°'E). BoP Bardiya should be approached by using the
village roads (outside the forests). This will prevent the corridor from further
fragmentation, at the same time serve its purpose to joining the BoPs.
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Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary

Figure 7.8

Mitigation structures
were proposed  to
safeguard the Chedia
corridor. The green
lines are depicting two
flyovers - left the
proposed bridge over
the Kaudiala river,
right — a flyover near
Kaudiala ghat BoP.
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Figure 7.9

Mitigation measures to
safeguard the crucial
Khata corridor.

1 - The proposed
bridge over Girwa
river  should  be
extended up to Pillar
No. 82.

2. The proposed road
alignment needs to be
slightly altered and use
the existing forest
roads (all weather
morrum road) from
BoP82 and join the
alignment near BoP 79.
BoP Bardiya should be
approached by using
the village roads
(outside the forests).
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y 7 | Suhelwa Wildlife Sanctuary

Suhelwa WLS in India shares the continuous boundary with forested Churia hills of
Nepal (contiguous with Banke National Park). During the field survey, two adult
tigers were photo-captured in Suhelwa WLS, and pugmarks were recorded from
different parts of the sanctuary (Fig. 6.1). These are the first photographic evidences
of tigers from Suhelwa, which went locally extinct in the recent past. The
continuous connectivity between Suhelwa and Banke (Nepal), made this natural
revival of the tiger possible. The present survey also recorded presence of elephant,
leopard, sloth bear and other species of conservation interest (Schedule I species,
wildlife Protection Act, 1972) from the sanctuary (Fig. 6.2-6.4). However, Suhelwa
WLS is a linear patch of forest (PA width ranges from 2-8 km) and completely
surrounded by human habitation in the Indian side (souther part). Therefore,
Suhelwa in isolation cannot harbour viable population of these large ranging species.

1. Considering the above conditions, the present alignment of the border road should
be altered from Suiya BoP (27°51'53.48'N, 81°55'4517'E) and use the existing state
highway/district roads on the southern boundary of Suhelwa WLS and join the
existing border road near BoP Trilokpur (27°29'57.25'N, 82°43'40.66"E) (Fig. 7.10).

2. The existing BoPs should be connected through the existing forest roads and fire
lines which need to be made all-weather morrum road (Fig. 7.10).
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Suhelwa Wildlife Sanctuary
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Figure 710
The proposed
mitigation measures

suggested for the Border
road alignment passing
through Suhelwa WLS.
The red line showing
the alternate route on
the southern part side of
the sanctuary, while the
light green lines are
showing the approach
roads for connecting the
: SSB BoPs (green
“ squares). The red line
depicting the proposed
alignment (by PWD).
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l ' plicable for all sites

B) General Mitigation Measures:

5

All the animal underpasses should have light and sound barriers, and the floor of
the underpasses will be maintained as natural as its surrounding habitat.

To facilitate elephant movement in the landscape, all the underpasses will have a
minimum span of 50 m with a height of minimum 8-10 m*. Similar animal
underpasses of at least of 50m length and minimum of 8-10m height, should be
constructed over the rivulets, nallas, and natural depressions present in the PAs,
and their Eco Sensitive Zones (underpasses which are not mentioned in site
specific mitigation measures). In the absence of ESZ, 10km buffer of the PA will
be considered as ESZ according to the order of Hon'ble Supreme Court.

Existing drainage culverts should be modified during the construction for using
them as animal passage structures (Hume pipe: 2 m x 2 m, Culvert: 5 m x 5 m).
The floor of the culverts should be layered with soil/sand/gravels (as per the
surrounding substrata).

No existing drainage should be blocked due to the construction of the road.

The proposed road inside the PAs should be used mainly for National defense,
patrolling by the Forest Department, and by the local communities inhabiting
the PAs.

No commercial activities/establishments should be permitted along the road side
and active vigil should be maintained to prevent such activities in the future.
Night time (6pm to 6am) ban on all traffic (except SSB, Forest Departments, and
local communities in case of emergency) needs to be implemented in order to
prevent disturbances during the peak wildlife activity time.

No construction materials should be collected from the forests and the debris
should be deposited outside the forest area in an environmentally sustainable
manner.

* We have proposed the minimum height of underpasses as 8-10m to facilitate elephant movement
across the landscape. Height of the underpasses generally determined by openness index of the
underpass (considering height, width & length of underpass, details in ‘Tunnelling Effect’ section) as
well as the behaviour of animal in focus. As per the WII suggestions (2016), in elephant landscapes,
the height of the underpass should be 8-10m. In case of narrow width roads, underpasses of 50m
length with 6-8 m height may be suggested. However, the optimum height should be 3 times that of
the tallest animal. In case of elephants (average height 3m), 8-10m is suggested as optimum (WII
Report 2016).




’ 5 Applicable for all sites

9. No construction work and stay of construction labours should be p‘érmitted at
night (6pm to 6am) inside the forest land.

10. Chief Wildlife Warden, Government of Uttar Pradesh should constitute a
monitoring committee comprising representatives of Forest Department, SSB,
PWD, and WII to oversee that the project and its unpiementatmn in strict
ﬂdherence to t;he prescrlbed mitigation measures. ~
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Elephant is the largest land animal in the Terai Arc Landscape. Considering their
large body size and group living behaviour (move in large groups), the underpasses
should be at least 8-10m in height and 50m in width (the gap between two pillars
of the underpass should not be less than 30 m) to facilitate elephant movements.
Light and sound barriers should be used along with other sensory enhancers (such
as creating a natural environment using leaf litter, herbaceous vegetation, dungs,
gravel, etc.) to avoid tunneling effects.

Animal Underpass - Minimum Requirement
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Field survey to evaluate the proposed mitigation measures in Khata corridor
(Katerniaghat). The flyover on river Girwa (Nepal side) can be seen in the background.
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