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1.0 Background 

The Garo hills of Meghalaya state in Northeast India comprises of East, West, South and 

South West Garo Hills districts that support a rich biodiversity of flora and fauna (Map 1).  

The socio-ecological milieu of the landscape is unique in many ways as it comprises of 

several indigenous tribal and sub-tribal groups (Garos, Hajongs, Koch etc) who own and govern 

majority of the forest land (termed as Akhing land) that is home to several endemic floral species 

(Pitcher Plant and Sundew species) and wild relatives of cultivated crop varieties (Memang 

Narang or Lemon, Rice etc) (Kumar et.al., 2006). It is also the landscape that supported the 

second largest population of Asiatic elephants (Elephas maximus) in the northeastern region till 

recent times (1047 in 2005 as per official census) and has a significant population of Western 

Hoolock Gibbon (Hoolock hoolock), Northern Slow Loris (Nycticebus bengalensis,), Grey 

Peacock Pheasant (Polyplectron bicalcaratum) , Clouded leopard  (Neofelis nebulosa) etc 

(Williams & Johnsingh, 1996). 

In recognition to its biological significance the central government has bestowed several 

national and international designations to the site. The most significant being the declaration of 

Garo Hills Elephant Reserve in 2001 for an area of 3500 km
2
  that includes Protected Areas of 

Balphakram National Park, Siju Wildlife Sanctuary, Baghmara Reserve Forest (RF), Rewak and 

Emangre RF, Angratoli RF, Nokrek National Park and Rongrengre RF interspersed with buffer 

areas of mostly secondary forests of Akhing lands. Similarly, Nokrek national Park  has also been  

declared as a National Citrus Gene Sanctuary and UNESCO Biosphere Reserve in 2009 for 

conservation of its wild varieties of citrus fruits that provide a gene-pool for commercially 

produced citrus in the world.  

As the government owns and manages approximately 15% of the total land in Garo Hills 

as Protected Areas and RFs, the remaining land belongs to local communities who also use it for 

shifting jhum cultivation, timber, fuelwood and fodder requirements (Samrakshan Trust, 2006). 

Commercial mining for limestone, sand and coal and agro-horticultural plantations (of pineapple, 

cashew, rubber, betel nut etc) are also some of the new emerging livelihood options that are 

preferred by the locals. This has also resulted in indirect stress to wild animals, especially 

elephants which continue to live amidst these transformed landscapes. Man-elephant conflict is 

on an increase and the Government spends a significant amount of its monetary and manpower 

resources to tackle the issue.   
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With this background and to create awareness and encourage a dialogue with local 

communities for devising a road map for action, a workshop was conducted at Tura from 23
rd

 to 

25
th

 February, 2016 (Annexure 1). The issue of designating Garo Hills as a world heritage for 

better management of the landscape was mooted and the salient features of the discussion have 

been presented in the following pages.  

 

Fig 1: Map of Meghalaya with Districts and their headquarters (source: 

http://megipr.gov.in/images/map_big.jpg) 

 

1.1 Highlights of Consultation workshop  

The first ever Garo Hills Elephant Reserve Action Plan workshop was conducted at Tura from 

23
rd

 to 25
th

February, 2016. The workshop was organized by Meghalaya Forest Department in 

collaboration with CIFAE (The Conservation Initiative for Asian Elephants) International 

Elephant Foundation and UNESCO Category 2 Centre for World Natural Heritage Site 

Management and Training in the Asia-Pacific Region at Wildlife Institute of India (Photo Plate 

1).  The three main objectives of the workshop were as follows: 

1. To bring eminent people working for wildlife conservation in Garo Hills together to 

come up with a strategy and action Plan for Garo Hills Elephant Reserve.  

http://megipr.gov.in/images/map_big.jpg
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2. To create conservation awareness and reach out to local community members to take 

steps for protecting elephants. 

3. To discuss and take local community’s views on the possibility of Garo Hills Elephant 

Reserve as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  

More than 150 Nokmas (Village headmen) from 100 Akhings were able to actively 

participate in the workshop. Eminent experts included Mr. T. T. C. Marak, former- PCCF 

Meghalaya, Mr. C. Budhnah, PCCF& HOFF, Forest Department, Meghalaya;  Dr Subhash 

Ashutosh, IFS (APPCF, Meghalaya); Mr Ron Chandler, CIFAE USA; Dr. Kashmira Kakati, 

Independent biologist;  Dr M. Ananda Kumar, Nature Conservation Foundation, Mysore;  Mr 

Sandeep Tiwari, Wildlife Trust of India;  Mr Dwipen Kalita, Independent elephant experts; Mr.  

Hiten Baishya, Mr Kamal Medhi and Dr. G. Areendran, WWF-India; Dr Shalini Sharma, TISS-

Guwahati, Mr Atul Chakravarty, NERCOMP and Dr Ajay Desai, Dr. Sonali Ghosh from 

Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun.  

Presentations were made in English, Hindi (with Garo translation) on current topics such 

as present status of elephants in Garo Hills to community based conservation on the first day. 

Human elephant conflict was discussed at length and some of the community based mitigation 

measures as adapted in Tamilnadu and Assam were presented as case studies. The need to secure 

corridors and remaining elephant populations in the Garo hills elephant reserve were discussed. 

A group exercise was conducted to learn about the people’s perception about elephants and the 

level of conflicts occurring in each of the Akhings. The conflict intensity was also mapped to 

understand the spatial extent of the problem. On the second day a session was held to discuss the 

possibility of declaring Balpakram and adjoining Protected Areas as a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site. Detailed presentations were made to understand the Outstanding University Values (OUV) 

for Garo Hills landscape and the WHS criteria was also discussed in a simplistic manner. A 

group exercise was conducted among Nokmas to assess their acceptability and interest in 

carrying forward the process to inscribe the site. Details of the exercise conducted are provided 

in the section below and as Annexure 3.  

1.2 Summary of Results  

The Nokmas were randomly divided into 5 groups for the group exercise (Annexure 3). 

An interpreter and facilitator from the resource persons were also provided in each of the groups. 
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7 simple questions on a chart paper were provided to each group to discuss and answer as part of 

the task. The questions primarily related to whether they considered Garo Hills to be a fit case 

for inscribing as a world heritage site; which areas and criteria to be considered for inscription 

and the management plan for taking it forward. Special emphasis was placed to derive the values 

that linked nature and culture as these were found to be special for the place.  

To build rapport and as a means for ‘icebreaking’, each of the group was also asked to 

think of a group name (preferably any animal found in Garo Hills) and enact the same while 

doing the presentation.  

The result of the exercise revealed a pleasant surprise as all the groups overwhelmingly 

supported the idea of Garo Hills as a ‘mixed’ category world heritage site (Annexure 2&3). 

Majority of the groups could clearly state the requirement for incorporating Criteria VII, VIII, 

IX, X (all natural criteria) for the landscape as it was felt that all of them were justified in this 

unique landscape. The cultural linkage to Nature was highlighted under Criteria V & VI as it was 

believed that there were several living examples of natural resource use and spiritual beliefs that 

was important for the Garo tribe in relation of Balpakram and Nokrek areas. They also came up 

with important facts that would be useful for detailed documentation of traditions that have been 

passed down orally in the past.  

The core area of the World Heritage was suggested to be Balpakram-Nokrek-Siju 

complex with a special emphasis on coming up with a comprehensive conservation plan for 

elephants in the region.  

1.2 Discussion 

The World Heritage Convention (WHC) was created in 1972 with the primary aim of 

conserving the world’s most outstanding universal values, the loss of which would constitute 

irreparable damage to humankind. Since 1972, the number of WH sites has continued to increase 

and as on March 2016, there are 1031 properties across the world out of which 197 and 32 

properties fall under natural and mixed categories respectively (http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/). 

The WHC provides an important advantage over ‘classical; Protected Area management in 

India as it provides a scope to recognize the unique cultural linkages that are intertwined with 

nature (Conradin and Wiesman, 2015).  

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/
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The several advantages of inscribing Garo Hills as a World Heritage Site is as follows (adapted 

from Anon, 2015; Wallner, et.al., 2009)- 

In regards to National policy makers and practitioners 

 Increased national and international visibility and prestige of individual site. 

 Enhanced  possibilities  of  attracting  national  and  international  funding  and  human 

resources for site management.  

 Increased  resilience  to  threats  and  protection  reinforcement  against  landuse  changes 

(e.g. mineral exploitation, agricultural expansion, urban sprawl). 

In regards to international cooperation 

 Promotes international  cooperation  since  sometimes  the nomination processes  

involve collaborations with   other   countries   and   international   organizations 

(through an upstream process),   which   can   be translated  into  technical  and  

financial  support and  also  implementation  of  common projects (especially in 

developing countries). 

 Fosters dynamic dialogues  between  sites  around  the  world  through  knowledge  

sharing networks  and  twinning  of  sites  (e.g.  MAB  regional  and  ecosystem 

specific  networks  of Biosphere Reserves and UNESCO World heritage networks). 

In regards to local communities 

 Increased tourist numbers and consequent financial gains for local communities. 

 Local economy changes or is fortified with the introduction of new types of 

livelihoods and attractions for private investment (e.g. traditional and eco -tourism 

accommodation,  outdoor activities organization , development and selling of green 

products and traditional handicrafts). 

 Increased branding value of the site and its products. In some cases, international 

designations are an essential part of the local agenda for economic and structural 

development based, for example, on strong eco-tourism strategies. 

 Instils pride in local communities that their site is internationally recognized. 

 Renewed interest from local communities to learn more about natural and cultural 

values that allowed for international recognition, increasing awareness of the need to 

protect them. 
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 Increased awareness of the importance of these sites as research units of entire 

ecosystems where it is possible to study the complex interactions between natural 

(biotic and abiotic) and cultural components. 

 Renewed interest in more traditional and sustainable practices previously abandoned 

by local communities. 

 Simultaneously, co-management as a mechanism to incorporate indigenous cultural 

aspirations within environmental management domains is a new way forward, 

especially in areas such as Garo Hills that are  likely to yield greater positive results 

in the given context.  

In case of Garo Hills, the landscape offers a multitude of governance options under the 

World Heritage Convention due to the unique and complex land tenurial systems and indigenous 

tribal rights that are still prevalent in the region. It is a fascinating chronicle of conservation in 

this region, particularly as the conservation of private forests in Meghalaya is so unlike any other 

part of India. Community conservation takes a whole new meaning in this state where the forest 

department and the government control only a fraction of the forests and wildlife that exists in 

the region (Kaul et.al., 2010) As the process of nomination is a rigorous one, it is expected to 

also gradually instill a send of ‘ownership’ and a sense of ‘pride’ among local stakeholders to 

take up the cause and sustain it over a longer period of time.  

The consultation workshop however, clearly indicated the several lacunas that must be 

addressed to preserve its Outstanding Universal Values, before the site can be declared as a 

World heritage site. First and foremost, a comprehensive Elephant Conservation Plan needs to be 

prepared that will address the issues of increasing man-elephant conflict due to fragmentation of 

forest landscapes and other anthropogenic disturbances. Forests of the study area currently occur 

in three main land-use classes: (i) Protected areas (PAS), which include Nokrek National Park 

and Biosphere Reserve, Balpakram National Park, Siju Wildlife Sanctuary and Baghrnara 

Pitcher Plant Sanctuary; (ii) managed forests (MFs) which include four reserved forests (RFs), 

namely Angratoli RF, Baghmara RF, Imangiri RF and Rewak RF; and (iii) privately-owned Garo 

community land. The community land is widely used for jhum cultivation that has resulted in the 

fragmentation of the landscape (Samrakshan Trust, 2009).  
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1.4 Conclusion and road map ahead.  

The stakeholder consultation clearly shows that the local communities as represented by 

Nokmas from all Garo Hills districts have overwhelmingly supported the idea of inscribing Garo 

Hills as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  The State Government as represented by the 

Meghalaya Forest Department, District Administration and Meghalaya Basin Development 

Authority (MBDA) has also encouraged the idea for working collectively for inscription of the 

site. As the site currently first needs to be tentatively listed by the State Party (India) the entire 

process of nomination and inscription will require systematic planning and concentrated 

approach by various stakeholders including government and civil society organizations. The 

suggested road map for action including the proposed timeline is as follows: 

1. 2016-17: Preparation of Annexure 2A UNESCO C2C and submission through  

Meghalaya Government to Govt of India, for placing Garo Hills Conservation area 

(GHCA) on India’s Tentative list of World Heritage Site . 

2.  2017-18- site remains for one year on the tentative list while parallel process of 

preparation and implementation of Garo Hills Elephant reserve management plan and 

Nokrek Biosphere Reserve management plan including documentation of the cultural 

aspects  is commenced by the collaborating agencies.  

3. 2018-2019- Preparation and submission of a comprehensive Nomination Dossier to 

UNESCO World heritage Committee (WHC) for evaluation.  

4. 2019-2020 – Evaluation by IUCN team including field visit and subsequent decision by 

WHC for inscription as a World Heritage Site.   
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Photo Plate 1: Glimpses from the Stakeholder consultation workshop (24
th

 -25
th

 February, 2016) at Tura, Meghalaya 
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Annexure 1 

PROGRAMME 

Day 1: 23
rd

 February (Tuesday) 

09:00 -9:30 AM Arrival of Participants and Registration  

10:00-11:00 AM INAUGURAL SESSION 

 Introductory and Welcome Address: MrP.R.Marak, IFS, Conservator of Forests, Meghalaya 

 Address by MrC.Budnah IFS, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Head of Forest Force, 

Meghalaya  

 Address by Dr Ron Chandler, Conservation Initiative For Asian Elephants, USA 

 Address by Chief Guest MrT.T.C.Marak, IFS, Member, Academic Council, WII, Dehradun 

&Retd.PCCF, Meghalaya 

 Vote of thanks: Mr N. Alemo Michael, DFO, Garo Hills Division 

11:30  -01:00 PM 

 

 

SESSION I: ELEPHANT RESEARCH 

CHAIR: Mr.T.T.C.Marak, IFS 

 Dr. Ajai Desai, Dr G. Areendran & Dr Kashmira Kakati: Overview of the Garo Hills Elephant 

Reserve 

 Mr. Dwipen Kalita: Elephants in the Garo Hills – experiences from the 1980s.  

 

02:00 - 02:40 PM 

 

CHAIR: Invited Guest 

 Mr. Hiten Baishya: Human Elephant Conflict Management,  Experience from Sonitpur District, 

Assam 

 Dr. M. Ananda Kumar: Minding elephants and people: internecine conflict to intelligent 

coexistence (A case study from Tamil Nadu).  

2:45-4:00 PM SESSION 2: COMMUNITY-BASED CONSERVATION 

CHAIR:Representative of Nokma Council 

 Mr. Sandeep Tiwari: Community-Based Conservation: Canopies and Corridors: Community 

conservation in the Garo Hills.  

 Mr. Atul Chakravarty: Community Conservation Areas (CCAs) in Garo Hills district of 

Meghalaya- A  NERCORMP initiative 

 Mr. Kamal Medhi: Community-based conservation in the Garo Hills and way forward 

04:15-05:00 PM Feedback and discussion with participants 

05:00-05:30 PM Felicitation of Meghalaya forest guards  
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Day 2: 24
th

 February, 2016 (Wednesday) 

09:30- 10:45 AM SESSION 2: COMMUNITY-BASED CONSERVATION (CONTINUED). 

CHAIR:Representative of Nokma Council 

 Plenary Talk by Dr Ron Chandler: The Psychology of Sustainability 

 Dr. DivyaVasudev: Apes in our Midst: Conserving Gibbons in Community Lands of Garo Hills 

SESSION 1 PRESENTATION (Continued): ELEPHANT RESEARCH 

Dr. Varun Goswami: Conservation Planning for Elephants in Garo Hills: Insights from the Balpakram-

Baghmara Landscape. 

10:45 -11:15 AM Tea Break 

11:15-12:15PM Feedback and discussion with participants 

12:15-01:00 PM  Chair, Ajay Desai, Sandeep Tiwari and Mr. P.R.Marak:  Concluding remarks and way 

forward on conservation in the Garo Hills Elephant Reserve. 

2:00 PM SESSION 3: UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE INSCRIPTION 

 

CHAIR: DrS.Ashutosh IFS 

 Ms. ShikhaSrikant:  The Balpakram landscape – a case for World Heritage Site inscription 

 DrSonali Ghosh:Balpakram for Mixed Category UNESCO World Heritage Site  

02:45-04:15 PM Group exercise for World heritage Criteria selection and listing the Outstanding Universal Values (OUVs) 

4:30-05:00 PM Chair, DrSonali Ghosh and MrS.N.Sangma: Feedback, discussion and way forward.  

5:00-5:15 PM Vote of Thanks 

Day 3: 25
th 

February (Thursday) 

8:30 AM Breakfast 

9:30-01:00 PM Field Trip to Daribokgre 

01:00 -02:00 PM Lunch at Daribokgre 

03:00-0400 PM  Return to Tura 

Day 4: 26
th 

February (Friday) 

 Participants depart Tura 
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Annexure 2 

1. Media report in Eastern Chronicle dated 24.02.2016 

http://www.easternchronicle.net/index.php?archive=24.02.2016&city=4 

 

2. Media report in Telegraph dated 9.03.2016 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1160310/jsp/northeast/story_73689.jsp 

Villagers vow support for heritage tag- - Meghalaya govt to support initiative to enlist Garo 

hills wildlife reserve 

RoopakGoswami 

 

Guwahati, March 9: Villagers of South Garo Hills district in Meghalaya have pledged their 

support to the state government for getting the Balpakram-Nokrek-Siju wildlife complex 

declared a World Heritage Site in the mixed category. The issue was discussed at the first-ever 

Garo hills elephant reserve action plan workshop conducted in Tura from February 23 to 25. 

http://www.easternchronicle.net/index.php?archive=24.02.2016&city=4
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1160310/jsp/northeast/story_73689.jsp
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Organised by the Meghalaya forest department in collaboration with Conservation Initiative for 

Asian Elephants, International Elephant Foundation and Unesco Category 2Centre for World 

Natural Heritage Site Management and Training in the Asia-Pacific Region at the Wildlife 

Institute of India, Dehradun, the workshop discussed the local community's views on the 

possibility of the elephant reserve as a Unesco World Heritage Site. 

It suggested that the core area of the heritage site would be the Balpakram-Nokrek-Siju wildlife 

complex, which will be almost 300 square km. The complex falls in South Garo Hills.A senior 

official present in the workshop said the nokmas (village chiefs) of the Garo hills welcomed the 

idea and gave their consent for initiating the process. The nokmas also came up with important 

facts that would be useful for detailed documentation of traditions that have been passed down 

orally in the past, he added. 

The Balpakram-Nokrek-Siju complex has elements of both natural and cultural significance, 

which makes it suitable for the Unesco World Heritage site tag in the mixed category. "The 

Meghalaya government has agreed to support the initiative," the official said, adding that if this 

becomes a reality, this would be the first site from Meghalaya to become a World Heritage Site. 

However, sources said the process for enlisting a site for World Heritage status was a long one. 

At present there are two World Heritage Sites in the Northeast - Kaziranga and Manas. 

The workshop also discussed the present status of elephants in the Garo hills, community-based 

conservation and human-elephant conflict. It discussed at length some of the community-based 

mitigation measures as adopted in Tamil Nadu and Assam. There were discussions on the need 

to secure corridors and remaining elephant populations in the South Garo Hills reserve.A group 

exercise was conducted to learn about people's perception about elephants and the level of 

conflicts. 
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Annexure 3 

GROUP EXERCISE TO ASSESS THE CRITERIA FOR INSCRIBING BALPAKRAM / 

GARO HILLS AS A UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE (Reproduced from Flipcharts 

provided for the exercise) 

1. Group No and Name:1.  Hoolock Gibbon 

2. Do you want to inscribe Garo Hills as a WHS?-  Yes 

3. If Yes, then under which category?And why ?(Natural / Mixed) = Mixed  

- Traditional Beliefs helping conservation 

- Natural beauty and existence of rare species plants 

4. What should be the area of the Core? = Balpakram and Nokrek 

What should be the area of buffer?= Rewak 

5. Under which UNESCO criteria can the site be inscribed ? and why ?  

(iii) Cultural heritage living or disappeared: presence of Matrilineal system where women 

are the owners of the land  

(V) Nature-culture: Sacred groove or ‘song rakkia’ or ‘kosi’ 
(VI) Spiritual belief: Asimalja ba Dakmalja 

(VII) Outstanding beauty: Plateau, gorge 

(VIII) Geology: Balpakram Plateau 

(IX) Ecological process: Lifeline Simsang (7 Rivers) 

(X) Flagship spp.(Plants/Animals): Elephant, Hoolock Gibbon, Peacock Pheasant, Leopard, 

Pitcher, Sundew among other s 

6. Is Elephant a flagship species for Garo Hills ? Give any five reasons ? 

Yes 

 Natural Habitat  

 Helps in Conservation of forests 

 Co-existence with humans since ages 

 To lessen Man-Animal Conflict 

 Genetic diversity within the species 

7. What should be the management strategy to protect elephants in Garo Hills? Give any 

five reasons? 

-Save Forest 

- Community mobilization 

- Nokmas will take initiative to create awareness 

- Financial help from Govt.  

- Developmental activities would be limited  
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1. Group Name: 2. Jungle Fowl  

2. Do you want to inscribe Garo Hills as a WHS?-  Yes 

3. If Yes, then under which category ? (Natural / Mixed) = Mixed  

4. What should be the area of the Core ?Balpakram/ Siju 

What should be the area of buffer ?Siju, Nengkong 

5. Under which UNESCO criteria can the site be inscribed ? and why ?  

(iii) Cultural heritage living or disappeared: Yes (Mythological beliefs) 

(V) Nature-culture: Yes 

(Vi) Spiritual belief: Yes (its land of departed souls,  people still hear people crying etc.  

(Vii) Outstanding beauty: Yes (Dilege, Dikkiairing, Balkon, Aipatalmitoa) 

(VIII) Geology: Yes 

(ix) Ecological process: Mahadeo chi (MahadeoKonsai/ Chicutap ) 

(x) Flagship spp.(Plants/Animals): Elephant, Citrus indica 

6. Is Elephant a flagship species for Garo Hills ? Give any five reasons ? 

Yes 

 It is big, strong, intelligent, majestic 

 Its existence ensures the survival of other animals 

 Its existence regulates water regime 

 Project elephant is implemented because of its flagship nature 

 People identify with Garo hills because of elephants 

7. What should be the management strategy to protect elephants in Garo Hills? Give any 

five reasons ? 

- Sensitizing public and public cooperation 

- Preventing deforestation (keepings forests) 

- Planting/Supplementing-  

- Acquiring important corridors  

- Provision of adequate empower to check poaching 
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1. Group No and Name: 2. Mongma (Elephant)  

2. Do you want to inscribe Garo Hills as a WHS?-  Yes 

3. If Yes, then under which category ? (Natural / Mixed) = Mixed  

4. What should be the area of the Core ? : Nokrek-Siju-Balpakram-Baghmara 

What should be the area of buffer ?BRF/RRF/ERF/Community land 

5. Under which UNESCO criteria can the site be inscribed? and why ? 

(iii) Cultural heritage living or disappeared: DikaiJalang, Memang Bazar, Mebit, Matcho 

Boldak Kharam 

(V) Nature-culture:  

(Vi) Spiritual belief: MemongAsong (Abode of soul) 

(Vii) Outstanding beauty: Chitmung peak, Nokrek peak, Simsang river 

(VIII) Geology:  Siju cave/Nengkhon cave/ Fossils  

(ix) Ecological process: Emangre Wari, Siju Fall, Simsang, Imilsing Fall, Rangdoon Fall 

(x) Flagship spp.(Plants/Animals): Pitcher plant, Deer , Bison, Elephant, Orchid, Citrus, 

Clouded Leopard, Digi flower, Hornbill 

6. Is Elephant a flagship species for Garo Hills ? Give any five reasons ? 

- Important for Landscape 

- Pride of Garo Hills 

- Helps Regeneration 

7. What should be the management strategy to protect elephants in Garo Hills? Give any 

five reasons ? 

- Stop deforestation 

- Better panning for Jhum 

- Protection of catchment 

- Implementation of GHADC Rules 

- Declaration of village/Community Reserve & Elephant management of Reserve 

- Protection of Corridors 
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8. Group No and Name: 3. Flying Lizard (Draco)  

9. Do you want to inscribe Garo Hills as a WHS?-  Yes 

10. If Yes, then under which category ? (Natural / Mixed) = Mixed  

11. What should be the area of the Core ? :  

What should be the area of buffer ? 

12. Under which UNESCO criteria can the site be inscribed? and why ? 

(iii) Cultural heritage living or disappeared: waterbodies linked with traditional fishing, 

Songsarek communities, Serezing and Katadoka dialects very few people know nowadays 

   

(V) Nature-culture: Traditional village rescue forest & governance  

(Vi) Spiritual belief: songsareks 

(Vii) Outstanding beauty: BNP, (Rongsip (Cold stones and rain caves), Nokrek (bandari), 

Gongjadave (Water fall), Tangkiabri (Spirits bind Jackfruit, highest peak 

(VIII) Geology:  Siju cap and Nengkong cap 

 (ix) Ecological process: Grassland emerging, tree growing 

(x) Flagship spp.(Plants/Animals): Hoolock Gibbon, K. Pigeon, flying lizard (draco),  flying 

Squirrel), Tiger, Tewi ginde (looks like apple), White elephant!! 

13. Is Elephant a flagship species for Garo Hills ? Give any five reasons ? 

- White Elephant – Less in number 

- Elephant is intelligent, Ivory is special & expensive 

- Unique & Special because they understand humans, obey them/respect & also laugh 

- Elephants behave shows learning from their friends/ancestors 

- Elephants respect parents -> Showing mourning & remembering 

14. What should be the management strategy to protect elephants in Garo Hills? Give any 

five reasons ? 

- Protect forest 

- No cultivation should be done in elephant habitat  

- Provide bamboos (elephant food) 

- Protect water bodies for elephants 

- Salt licks should be preserved/ provided 
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1. Group no & Name: 5. Peacock Pheasant  

2. Do you want to inscribe Garo Hills as a WHS?-  Yes 

3. If Yes, then under which category ? (Natural / Mixed) = Mixed  

4. What should be the area of the Core ? : Balpakram, Siju, Chutmang 

What should be the area of buffer ? 

5. Under which UNESCO criteria can the site be inscribed? and why ? 

(iii) Cultural heritage living or disappeared:  

(V) Nature-culture:  

(Vi) Spiritual belief: 

(Vii) Outstanding beauty: 

(VIII) Geology: 

(ix) Ecological process: Grassland emerging, tree growing 

(x) Flagship spp.(Plants/Animals): Lady’s slipper orchid, Elephant 

6. Is Elephant a flagship species for Garo Hills ? Give any five reasons ? 

- No human animal conflict 

- Intact habitat  

- No treat to elephant from humans such as hunting 

- Communities concern towards preservation of the habitat for elephants 

7. What should be the management strategy to protect elephants in Garo Hills? Give any 

five reasons ? 

- Good population of Elephants in the area 

- Man made corridor for elephant 

- Participation from the community with the initiative from the Nokma 

- Establishment of more reserve forest 

- Development activities from the Govt.  

- Protection from threats coming from international border   

 


