
 

 

 

 

 

 

International Association for Impact Assessment IAIA (http://www.iaia.org/), is the leading 

global network on best practice in the use of impact assessment for informed decision making 
regarding policies, programs, plans and projects. This network of researchers, practitioners, and 
users of various types of impact assessment from all parts of the world was established in 1980.  The 
mission of IAIA is to provide the international forum for advancing innovation and communication of 
best practice in all forms of impact assessment so as to further the development of local, regional, 
and global capacity in impact assessment. Its current members numbering over 1700 from 120 
nations, represent many disciplines and professions and include international donor agencies, 
regional organisations, corporate planners and managers, public interest advocates, government 
planners and administrators, private consultants and policy analysts, university and college teachers 
and their students.  

IAIA's annual conferences and other global events are held in different locations each year. IAIA, in 
partnership with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) 
and IUCN, is holding a two-day special symposium on 
Mainstreaming the Mitigation Hierarchy in Impact Assessment 
during 14-15 November 2017 in Washington, D.C. The 

symposium will provide a forum for sharing and advancing 
leading practice in mitigation hierarchy implementation for 
biodiversity and ecosystem services to improve outcomes for 
society, conservation, business, and finance.  

 

 
 
TRAINING COURSES  OF IAIA 
In conjunction with this Special Biodiversity Symposium, post training courses are being organised on 
a range of topics during 16-17 November 2017. 

We invite you to send nominations for the COURSE #4 - MITIGATION HIERARCHY IN IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT FOR BALANCING CONSERVATION NEEDS WITH DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES. 
 
 
 
 
 

COURSE DETAILS FOR  #4 - MITIGATION HIERARCHY IN IMPACT ASSESSMENT FOR 
BALANCING CONSERVATION NEEDS WITH DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES 
The Mitigation Hierarchy (MH) offers a framework for effective management of environmental risks 
and potential impacts on biodiversity and ecosystem services across development sectors. It 
supports explicit decision-making that balances conservation needs with development priorities. 
Developing mitigation strategies based on prioritized steps of —'avoid', 'minimize', 'restore' and 
'offset' is key to achieving sustainable outcomes for biodiversity and ecosystem services and helps 
businesses to reduce and manage their residual impacts.  

This course would trace the origin of mitigation steps in impact assessment; introduce the 
hierarchical framework; improve understanding and significance of the key stages in the MH and 
guide its practical implementation through design and planning stages and through to the project's 
lifespan. 

The course advocates use of “upstream” perspectives to discourage application of mitigation as a 
“band-aid”, focusing only on project-by-project impacts. It will consider the role of cumulative impact 
assessment of multiple projects and Strategic Environmental Assessment as proactive approaches 
that can help to avoid reactive mitigation. The course is aimed to benefit a range of professionals 
both within and outside the spheres of environmental impact assessment. 

The course aims to benefit a wide range of professionals involved in improving the environmental 
sustainability of projects from the perspective of biodiversity and ecosystem services. This includes 
impact assessment practitioners, members of the conservation community; investors, decision-
makers and policy makers. The course is designed to help the these different “players” to make 
smart development decisions. 
 
 
 

Level: Intermediate 

Prerequisites: Participants offering to take the course are required to have basic understanding of 
impact assessment and ecological concepts related to biodiversity and ecosystem services. 

Language: English 

Duration: 2 days (16-17 November 2017) 

Location: Washington DC, USA 

Fee: USD  475 
If you are also registering for the two day Special Biodiversity Symposium during 14-15 November, 
2017 you pay only USD 475 for this 2 day course. If you are a non-symposium delegate please, add 
USD 75 to the cost of the course fee. 
 
 
 

Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) 
Headquarters, 1300 New York Avenue NW, 
Washington D.C. 20577, USA 
14 - 17 November 2017 



 

 

INSTRUCTOR(S):  
Dr. Asha Rajvanshi has a doctorate in Environmental Science. She has been a 
member of the Wildlife Institute of India (WII) faculty for over three decades. 
She heads the EIA Cell of the Institute. In her capacity as an EIA practitioner, she 
has led several EIA studies to assess the impacts of development projects in key 
sectors. As a trainer, she has been actively involved in national and global 
capacity building initiatives. She has effectively contributed to the development 
of learning resources and guidance manuals for mainstreaming biodiversity in 

impact assessment. These are being actively used as tools for professionalizing EIA practice in south 
Asia and other regions. She is a member of the several apex federal committees for environmental 
appraisal and has contributed significantly in the development of accreditation scheme for EIA 
consulting organizations in India. Asha is currently a Coordinating Lead Author for the 
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) for 
regional/sub-regional assessments on biodiversity and ecosystem services for Asia and Pacific region. 
 
 Asha presented IAIA's pre-conference training courses in Boston (USA), Stavanger (Norway), Seoul 
(Korea), Perth (Australia), Accra (Ghana), Geneva (Switzerland), Puebla (Mexico), Porto (Portugal), 
Calgary (Canada) and Florence (Italy) from 2005 to 2015.  Asha has been an active a member of the 
International Association for Impact Assessment for several years and has served as the Co-Chair of 
its Biodiversity Section for five years. She is currently also a member of the IAIA Professional 
Development Committee.  
 
 

Dr. Vinod Mathur holds a doctorate in Wildlife Ecology from the University of 
Oxford. He is currently the Director of the Wildlife Institute of India. He has been 
actively involved in conducting training and research in the field of natural 
resource conservation for the last three decades He has also worked as a FAO 
International Training and Protected Area Planning Consultant in Sri Lanka.  
He also has vast experience of conducting environmental assessments and 
developing mitigation plans for safeguarding critical biodiversity resources.  

 
He is the Regional Vice Chair, the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA)-South Asia 
and member of the IUCN Commission on Ecosystem Management (CEM). He is an active  IAIA 
member and has co-presented the IAIA's pre conference training courses jointly with Dr. Asha 
Rajvanshi in Boston (USA), Stavanger (Norway), Seoul (Korea), Perth (Australia), Accra (Ghana), 
Geneva (Switzerland), Puebla (Mexico), Porto (Portugal), Calgary (Canada) and Florence (Italy) from 
2005 to 2015.  
 
He is member of the United Nation Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (IPBES) Multidisciplinary Expert Panel (MEP) and the Regional Vice Chair of IPBES 
MEP (Asia Pacific Region). 
 
 
 
 

 
DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF NOMINATIONS FOR THE COURSE: Nominations must reach IAIA before 
2

nd
 October 2017 along with the payment of course fee. It is however advisable to submit 

nomination earlier as possible to secure a place on the course. 
 
HOW TO APPLY: Interested candidates can directly register online for the course and for the 
conference or just for the course at  http://conferences.iaia.org/wdc2017/registration.php 
 
You can also write to: info@iaia.org for seeking more information on the course and the process to  
register for the course and the conference or only for the course. 
 
 
 
 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE PAST COURSES OFFERED BY THE INSTRUCTORS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Headquarters 
1330 23rd Street South, Suite C, Fargo, ND 58103-3705, USA 
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"Very well organised 
course that I will 

recommend to other 
colleagues in African 
Development Bank". 

 

“I thoroughly enjoyed 
the course. The 

interactive sessions 
were great and 

effective”. 
 

"Instructors have clearly 
hands on experience, 

not 
overly academic". 

 
 

“The instructors were 
just outstanding and 
made it very easy to 

grasp the newer 
concepts of r EIA”. 

“Excellent venue, 
friendly group, good 

stuff, exciting 
trainers and lot of 

learning". 
 

“Good combination of 
formal and informal 

dynamics, use of 
training tools for 

interactive learning 
made the course a great 

experience”. 

“Excellent inputs by 
experienced 

instructors in a 
friendly 

"atmosphere". 
 


